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The Weight of a Moment

AnaniaT.
(He/They)
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Sometimes a single moment can define our lives. For
Robel Hailu, one of the first openly gay Ethiopians, it
is his participation in the Mr Gay World competition in
2012. He knows it too. A faint smile appears on his face
as I mention that is the topic of our interview.

“Without acknowledging it, this competition has
become the most relatable thing for many people,” he
tells me. “Even though you feel like you have moved on,
many people relate to this one thing.” His smile flickers
between pride and unease, the expression of someone
who knows both the cost and the power of that moment.
Because sometimes, certain moments can be just as
restrictive as they can be freeing.

“It’s also a reminder of how old I am,” he adds, jokingly.

I've known of Robel’s for years, through video snippets
of the competition, vague memories of the controversy
his participation caused in Ethiopia, and through his
continued human rights advocacy work. Now, we speak
over a video call, thousands of miles from each other,
but connected through our collective experience of
navigating life as a queer person in/from Ethiopia.
For more than an hour, he recounts his journey: his
childhood, his questions of identity and self-discovery,
political awakening, and the choices that led him to Mr
Gay World. Even through the emotional moments of our
conversation, his expression remains warm, and his
voice never falters.

“Before we get to the competition,” he says to me, “I have
to give you some background. Otherwise, it wouldn't
make sense.”

Robel grew up in Addis Abeba, spending much of his
childhood in the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, where
he sang in the choir. As he grew older, he noticed the
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quiet difference inside him, though he couldn’t yet
name it. It’s something we are all too familiar with.
The awareness of feeling different from those around
us and the inability to fully articulate or understand its
implications

“I knew I liked boys,” he recalls. “But when I finally
found the word for it, it was in the story of Sodom
and Gomorrah. I used to fast and pray, I even went to

29

monasteries to be healed from this ‘sin.
The word healed hangs heavily between us.

Listening to him, I remember my own confusion,
believing, like many other queer people, that I was the
only one in the world who felt this way. That isolation
was perhaps the hardest part, made worse by not having
a frame of reference to see myself in. For someone
coming of age in the late 2000s, the internet was my
refuge. I think of those early days on Facebook, a world
of torsos and cropped face profiles and usernames that
read like code. A secret network shrouded in anonymity
but built out of need.

For Robel, self-discovery came through television
screens. “I remember seeing a news segment on 120
(0D£ ¥ about two men getting married in Mexico,”
he says. It wasn't positive coverage and was meant to
shock the audience but had the opposite effect on him.
He credits it as one of the points that allowed him to
understand that it is possible to be and live as he is,
albeit somewhere far away from home.

While entertainment shows served as an important
moment of recognition, it was other programmes such
as Yesetoch Admas (f/b4# A€997) that contributed
to his political awakening. He was enamoured by the
work feminists and women’s rights activists he saw on
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TV. This was also during the 2005 (1997 EC) elections,
when the country was going through a massive shift in
its political landscape.

To be politically conscious means to recognise how our
social, economic, and political systems influence the
way we live. It’s a way of seeing, caring and acting, one
that leads to confronting several existential questions
about ourselves and our surroundings. For Robel,
poverty reduction campaigns and talking points during
the election were the first triggers of these painful
realisations.

“If the poor are treated as third-class citizens,” he
remembers thinking, “then queer people must be
fourth or fifth.”

Or not at all, 1 say to myself. I can’t help but think on the
appropriation of the term Zega as a code word to self
identify by queer Ethiopians, and how it challenges the
conception of citizenship and belonging.! But I digress.

After graduating from the university, Robel began
working at a hospital, digitising paper-based patient
records. He would once again be confronted with
another painful truth: a dearth of data on the queer
community’s struggle with HIV and lack of access to
essential care. “That was my wake-up call,” he admits.
“We weren't only pushed away socially; we were facing
serious health risks.”

One of the main challenges, he tells me, was the lack

of condoms and lubricants. Sadly, a challenge that still

persists today. Through small networks and gatherings,

like the Laba community-centred events, he and a

few friends started a peer group discussion about HIV

1 For more information about the origins of the term, check out
¢k’ from Volume I of N'or
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prevention. He smiles, remembering: “We didn’t have
the word for it then, but it was basically peer groups.”
The act of taking care of each other when the system
that is designed to do so, fails you.

Not long after, he moved to South Africa to pursue
graduate studies. There, he found something unfamiliar:
visibility. Gay bars. Activist groups meeting in daylight.
Queer churches. Even so, his desire to help people back
home never waned, although he would at times be
discouraged by local organisations’ lack of awareness on
the lived realities of LGBTI+ communities in Ethiopia.

It was in South Africa that he stumbled upon the Mr Gay
World competition, almost by accident, as it was taking
place near his University. “One of the organisers asked,
‘why don’t you join? You can help people by creating
visibility.” He describes his hesitation, laughing softly.
“This guy is crazy,” he remembers thinking and did not
respond to much of the follow up messages he received
urging him to sign up.

But then something happened that changed everything.

“One of my closest friends was discovered by his family,”
Robel begins slowly. “Not sure if someone informed
them or if they saw something on his computer. But
they found out he was gay. I checked in with friends,
but no one knew where he was.” He would later find out
that his family took his friend to tesbel. When his friend
came back months later, he was... a shell of himself. “He
had bruises on his arms and legs. They had chained him
so he wouldn’t run!”

He stops for a moment, breathing through the memory.

He was shocked how a family could do something like
that to their own child. He recounts, with tears in his
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eyes, telling his friend to fake it and do whatever he can
to hold on until they could find a way to get him out of
the country. A few days later, he would hear that his
friend had taken his life.

“Istill to this day can’t believe it,” he says, quietly wiping
his tears. “I thought it was fake, a cruel joke”

LGBTI+ individuals across the world face
disproportionately high risks of suicide. This is not
necessarily because of sexual orientation or gender
identity in and of itself but rather due to stigma and
discrimination within society. Conversion therapy,
in particular, remains among the most harmful
practices. Often disguised as “healing,” it inflicts a deep
psychological and spiritual trauma.

“That was a critical moment for me,” he says quietly.
“And yes, I am in South Africa at least I have a right to
speak about this..” He signed up for Mr Gay World soon
after.

I can feel the emotional impact of discussing this
sensitive topic on him, so I ask if he wants to pause
the conversation for a moment. “No, I am good,” he
responds. “I have not previously discussed this subject
extensively, so it is genuinely a positive experience
for me. I kept it for a while, but it needed to be told; it
needed to be said.”

We resume our conversation, this time focusing on
the pageant itself. I have often wondered what went on
behind the scenes, what was going through his mind as
he got ready for the competition, and how he navigated
the space as one of the only two Black participants. I
have wondered how he approached sharing the news
with his family and if he was ever ready for the storm
that would ensue as a result of his participation.
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“IthoughtI'd havetimetotellmy familyfirst,” he explains,
but his failure to read the terms and conditions on the
sign-up form meant that the organisers announced his
participation online before he could talk to them. He
smiles, but the smile doesn't quite reach his eyes. “T'd
clicked the box giving them consent to use my name and
my photo from the moment I signed up.” It’s a shocking
twist, one that gives me deeper insight into his story and
puts my wondering to rest.

The truth is, you can never be prepared for your face to
be plastered on social media, for your life to be reduced
to a headline, and for your character to be scrutinised in
public. Nobody can prepare you for the disintegration
of relationships and family connections. But Robel isn’t
bitter. “I can’t blame anyone,” he says. “Sometimes life
takes the choice out of your hands.”

When I ask how he endured the aftermath, the
disownment by his family, and the media scrutiny, and
the feeling of loneliness in a foreign land, he doesn’t
hesitate in his answer. “My faith,” he says simply. “Many
people expected me to break, but my love for God
is what kept me going.” He tells me that he no longer
subscribes to any institutionalized religion but that his
relationship with God has not changed.

This is an important demonstration of how often
queer people are pushed to disavow religion once we
begin to question the contradictions that exist within
it. Our identity is perceived as conflicting with culture
or religion, making it difficult for us to embrace both
our queerness and our beliefs simultaneously. But our
relationship to God is personal, whether we call it faith
or spirituality. Sometimes, the very thing that we are
told rejects us can provide comfort and healing.
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He remains cheerful as he speaks, even when the
conversation turns to painful subjects. “My friends tell
me that despite everything I have gone through, I am
still laughing and maintaining a positive attitude,” he
continues, answering my question before I even get to
pose it. I find myself wondering how someone can hold
so much grace and gentleness after enduring such pain.
How does he not grow bitter? “What can being angry
give me?” he asks, almost reading my thoughts.

As our conversation winds down, Robel’s energy lightens.
We discuss his work on The Alen Show, an online space
where he engages in insightful conversations with queer
Ethiopians in and outside the country. This serves as a
segue to discuss the complicated role social media is
currently playing in shaping public dialogue on LGBTI+
issues in Ethiopia. TikTok, in particular, has been
instrumental in both creating visibility and causing harm
to our community. I ask how he navigates the space.

“There are people who come online just to insult me,”
he answers, “but there are also people who listen and
who ask questions.” He emphasises the importance of
meeting people where they are and understands that
the ordinary Ethiopian struggles to grasp the nuanced
concepts of identity and sexuality. He approaches
that gap with patience, offering education without
judgement. While there is a warmth to him, however,
beneath that gentleness lies a quiet determination, a
resolve nevertoletopenness be mistaken for submission
nor kindness to mean tolerating disrespect.

By the end of our conversation, I'm filled with so much
joy and gratitude. I feel closer to him, seeing my own
personal story mirrored in his. Most of all, I'm reminded
that a single moment carries multitudes but it doesn’t
stand on its own. Our life experiences make up our
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lifeworld and shapes who we are.

A moment in our life may at times feel heavy, but the
trick is to not let it weigh us down.

This article provides a summarized version of a
discussion with Robel Hailu. The complete conversation
can be found in the next page of this issue.
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R02L0FOO® 11C Ak WU &P 10« US (L% @O
Ut 2220t 11C 1@« A8 hU1 hH, AL aDEZ N, NOMt
CMLA OL WM CLA AL A%LLATE 10 RILADT 11C
ATOA%S NMG° Jfirt HADY HEIP &V pageant h"L
WL T80 Mt AAT® 41717 PRILT 10+

AATO MR O-LR4Y AMATE ROATND @AY
A18A U @22:4.9° 27t SO N1 DA RAPMA
ATt TAP TCTH® LA 10 1% AONNAU=: And
without you realizing it, it has changed a lot of
people’s life, perceptions about themselves and
their experiences.... Of course NHP NAL VP
AH AEPFT ACTYA KA AUIP AN H: (GPF T A0EY
AU A@PAU=: WU AL 2TAR NGPHFT TAEAY N

48



queer +8.6 AL AATLAAT U T1C 11 N0k § 0-€:€:C
F60® a4 pivotal point 10C 1% APEAU=: AU A
ATCNL% 1§ dnlkh MMPP NEPCNNT W18V
teenager A5 18 NO?rt JC ReTPOT: MinéNt
Pt 1@ 1t Féh NOU-t: NCR facebook
AL ANt APH TR LSCT at that time I saw
myself reflected through your story:: Actually
it’s a testament on how special that time was
and that moment is for a lot of people till this
day. And you know people do reference that. h&
®L M AGDAN K1&T AGDATE OATA?

COoA:-hMC £A A% NAP N2A.... how do i decide? How
R09A®: AL NAPTIFFT (4T context AI8LLES
9%t eAM H1& I need to give you some
background:: A& @AM TOAL NI7LP NACE
£t 1MYP VLI 9L MANP (LT RAM @<
WP K8 U NMYP YRII8TE G @°1 AMAE 118,09
0 rCr&AN TPUL L TACHEST @AM 2210 HI4
1NCHN: U 116 N ATTH A GG IC 11871 DA N £19°
W01 NADEA YT+ AAM 2097t (identity) T8
P UA 20920681975 A® 10Chn<: AAHY NP9°:
N8A=t: NN71LE: 189° AP 10F ALSAU A% A0
1NC: &Y KU1 &L A NA® IC AU 1 4Mé IC
U 8a02:: 18 AL ASAU: @1 WILIPOL WO PAU
11C 171 U1 2802 AL AHLCA AA A&YP A8 19°¢ Féh
@A99T +PI°EAVT W1 ALIP hE 1P T O
na@-Le IC 18T HMLET 10 NAD: LAY A

NHP notan IC f1Nd% NM9® ND U 1Ryt
Mee RAM £10 FAC: BUT AN1°1GTO L) AL
LMAZA AN QAN AU AAND* Ad-(L9P 299, 1CAD% ™
@47 @A WP avoid 9924715 9%t hAT7.20DM
1N0C: NH 798 E9°C NATTHANGC IC 1@ PMAD-::
AQNPTF RAT1ETO: R ACKS QAM &V WO 0%
Q09,A09@ LIFFD A0 1% N% AOA 10C: A8 OH F10
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MNCHNT AL03% A&HY 10+ 1% L99ANT* VAP
DAL OO 10C:

U credit AAMTFOE ePFAF (- NV 120 HS AL
1CPT HE TNde TTAA AAM A AARP A1CH
AL @1&% Ik TNde &64CA 1NC: Obviously I was
excited °17 HODLE 1€ 10 A& ANCPAUE A% 17 it
is possible NFeT ALLAUI® 1% A1&NA KL%
AIRHP S 11 RAT&S D iy AF U 10
R090DAA% ?1NLP<: so long story short Phé(u
identity n®n a4 this is who I am fndn 0AA
AEERE @AM ALEF: 09§ ¢t 0LA ATU

wée BATE hgd U 10+ tand na®% JC link
092:¢°1 R€MCht A4 campus 1NE 10C AP~
AGDEADSE LH, Nahd 11U £IPAAZA campus
naat 04t 1997 °CR, 101 whd U-ATE & d s
Fa.8 AP £C AL h1L978 AU ANTMEES PR1SEY
KA 717 092t N1MNI° MPPZF A 1% 290N KL,
45 01, 1% NONATO 11 @/¢F MAH A (F T8
hE U1 AL@&T R1 N9%A Féhr €1 ¥CO%A Féh a9
EF R&IIN AL LIPACYTFD: L& R9ULANN TSN
W1_UP £L2IA 1% KON LATCAH 10C: NHIP
97 9PCeR, (.0PM AGDEADSE LH, 7Actn debate
aA%9F €aChe: 11C 1% politically b MLEPF
£L4AAFA N% KO hWAQDP 1N ::

OH 0T M40 aChC AL LY®- A0 UGt NOTE
R 10 1A®* (L.£P% (9@« hE YO (O AOTEO-
) U1 BC Q@ w150 @L9° AdPatE 11 we
are in trouble xfAT LT AU AHYU AAT £
AHATEAE) A4 AINCATO ALEE hOGTO-1NC:

AP0 17 UG AL Ry NPPOLE: (@ T4%¢
GAFERIP TA979°1 RS A&ILFT NhOe APt
AADE 1AL PE71 L™ ATPLL D AP LD YO
U@? (IrALI® hCALET ¥ APTA UIC APH1
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ALAT APFT I APFY D14+ ADLNLA
112 AR AT FA? hAT N°1CPPF wé-0L1 RMLPO
6aDC:: It’s not fair! AAAU-:

AHANACY A% 3271 U AU 10 A LA hfA T
AMEPPAU: K1IHYU nAOH N Net NLEPE 104

nH A% pivotal moment ?9°PA®« +0PCE @MU
N2A W1 LCoT @AM NG TP 1N 10C: AHIP
1E 21020 HIV/AIDS TC°1&99T @« AL database
assistant GV 10C: OMOATPrt AOTPTFo-:
LI € ht WO L LY AATRE @AM SAMA
KG9 (160 NP NPT R9%NSG L1 NI9PH data
@L TPt C ADPRC 1NC::

OV ALLL1T NOPE LALTIMMT 8FPH 99¢t
S e 20« ®L NPPTRTHC NAPHP DS 141 3 0LPH-
404 NCe NEA AALY LM NLO« hPIFAD(T)
Mg LA ALV DM NH 2APTE 464 NI
CHPFO- A AT 1NC:

AF Fénn AAMEEO- AH hET TTUNLAN APF ATIRT
NP@<: (I1TAL W& PATHA (& LY RONL.NT
(.C A8 A% LPING0F AMN AAMA 102 MPF 99F
ANG A0M ANA 99PTO HAF a1+ medication
@08 nfU=: w49° I was asking myself do
people know about this? A& 9700 A®- (148
relationship A® 1< I was wondering do people
know about this person htx 51C APH0 SPNATA
@f, R99A®: 11C AA%.... on top of that AMI(k AAD*
A0+ 71 SUA AT M1dd 10-? RILAD- ML hALLAK::

% 1YLt relationship £°19° binary tree (*70i
AAUD) W1e A0 10 99AT AA® IC +&e ALCA
R09FANT 024 MM A 1@< KGPP AIPEADSL
TH hAP%T ARTE&? N®C OAP%  lubricant
(C?ANAT)T IR 9LTRNT hE &ATCH AARTALA.
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L0%0TPGNT DTN 8FC U A% MENHt: AETP
TH £AZA £UT AMELP@ “you came out to me”
AA%: 2% OH LH coming out ™ K1L104 hA@PIP:
AI2¢NR QA0S SAPAATA HIPAN% e11CHT: hE NH
A%t AL ALt 992471 Ar&ANT NAA 167%F IC
AOGUHS AE @AY AL RN @ALDGP SPYNLANFT
104 RTALR 14T K120DGG M U-AIP “14T dD4
AATO RS K1 AN 990G AE 71T ADMPP
WLRANT® 990 t09C 1NC::

N0%t w12 wake up call UT% fADE DL
positive U1 $AOPIC* 118 H) @195 VAL T
YPF 218, UP 9P119P D10 MOP AA PSS AL H8R
NMg° dangerous Uk 10C:: NAHY N+RC oL L@
N99UNLNAMN &E T AU MLE T8I Tk 0
LA® T1C WLV TI9CH%:: RADEADSL ANAAETT NT
°1&F GDSPH IC NOPUT (A A NAL, KL 11

NHP AH &Cet oA A ALOT OC nadU A n
AEEXL 0L Ll h&dn MO MT 1014AN%: hH L&
I said to myself “okay so I started something
there I have to continue that, I need to help
my people out”. AH Adt ALEFE NHY w1t 10+
lubricant @Pa’h LPPTFAC? 1181 10+ N1&J° ADAR
PUVRACP?  AILTA 1@ 0971 RILFAC? RILAQY
navigate 97.2:¢°1 £apgns::

So I started navigating different LGBTQ+
organizations and everyone was looking at
me like crazy. “Ohh there was two people
from Ethiopia who came to attend meetings”
LT LAN: NATTES OPME A1 L8 AE AHOL™
U ANNA 817 A& NOAT CHAA A AT 9P9° GDLE
hAINET@9P: So when I am saying I am gay the
question “how do I know?” follows. Whenever I
joined an LGBTQ+ organization what they used
to say was “we never heard about you guys”:
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OH A%t AAZ PI9° hE1t ADLE RATP: AAT IPI9°
L0980% £CEAF hAINGIP: AA TIS A I%4
AE AATOAE AA W& UNCH °11 GDCEPH 104
M@sPFF@ NM9° bold §T@® movement ALLCT:
Ked® AGN W18 10 992N 1% PA 10U hGP°
AtF1A TeANPYU AILITOUIPC 10%  “you are in
closet and you are fighting for the closeted
people, so who is gonna help you!? 1% hé(b1
WIEMEe? P 1 AP hAT&S TIAR, YL
KEAIAU: w1 A1&T 40 ALCT RILARIP MEBIP
NG 11 N8N W8Tt MERPHF RAM ALASTH &V
AU £A% 991t AT 110 aDM::

L0 A& ULt (1 2011 4.LN1EE AdMMC 10C
A8 OHVY 281t @M @L @AM 'L (LNt A0t OC
U eTALR 27T APAC AT 0«0l h&dN WL,
PAEP AESNT RILRS SATA: NTELI769° (HY
Wort Uprd® ATPCATE ATPAC ACEP limited
SURNYA K5 open up ASLCTHE® 10C: LGBTQ+
LCEHF U hA%PH Féh NAAY hSPPHUP a8 0
HFIC: NPOICAT FPUCT (LF 17 LGBTQ+ Ally
A8 0G0k 0009t APTE LANTT AN attend hRC7
104 A8 A1tkd® W141L information £34.% €apC:

NQLNEHE 2012 hAN LIPAATA Tétsg @AM
Mr Gay South Africa ®-€&C 101&F@+: 0-L24q°
1N4@* A 2PELCAT N1 Pretoria @AM 1NC KA
A0 RADADATE 04 TMOD%: L4y AMANT
N1 AHPE TORLSPTF 16507 104 AT (H
A%t NN 12 T@&L4 1L OLP° U-AT M 1N0C:
So I said to myself “In this country, 90 percent
of the population is Black or none whites, and
many Black South Africans are also facing this
issue?” This has become my learning curve.

ATCXL ASA™ €H ALY (DL AP AALIIP: §H WO
RAG® AL AAINCTI: Ry &0 A0 1@ TOALTHT
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AS AH H A8t 11C AANF @09 HIP € Mr. GAY
south Africa AT A&V ¢ WAl Y16t KE °
h&on TONE R1N¢ A® 1 Mr Gay World program
AL AA KEEN UNCH A0P8LLI° 0L (1% APLU:
PAILE AEMEE LH LU @-&LC A&é OO
NNl a&én WHIEYT AHDE 10< A(d® QU
(AA® “ohh why don’t you join” hA% and I was
like huh... 4%.. AU 71 “you are good
looking and it can also help people by getting
visibility” ad%: (1 P& “this guy is crazy” hfAT:
A0 AMAOPY AU N W@+ TADA AT

RGP OV N8V A18A L0 A&SN +C% ANH T1CH
M9t KLC7 EapC: AFIPCLP® U A% 1@« 9P9P
BCA YPAD: A< RAANTT UIC KE ¢ 1.8 %
9 NOCNTT UNC NALATE L0401 A&SN™ 20D Mt
0L 191t £C% L8 FCH LS AN YL NMFA
&0 012710 990E99C AE ANH T1CET 990 FaDCh::
So long story short @224 tAHI(k I°E9°1 AL
het APPAT OC INGFRT £ 0% LAP NSOLAIP
o ADAN AAAMUSEI® A5 AAT<& 4. qPgP
A9YL2°1 RAPOTHYP::

(HYU YA REEXLE hLAU 29990+ A& H) ALY
1SR A ALAT NLAe A9C Al AT TLde 101C 2090+
MG 26 NP w6 NNAP VeOET £1C 1N Q0+
10 34 11 A0 11T U PPPTRTET hOTO-
0AQPP LTANME H) 18U a0k w6 LTANE
6 nOROO: {1 7 L1 R&C10 AT
9L 99CLI° 20904 B0A PALt: BOA A% W1
%1 ALPCO* 11 A@-CEPAU- Skype AL ..R2&C OPH
@OUPLFT 299040 AA 11C.....A%: $ME 17 PP
ATIO AAFAT et0Ar ALFEI® AMLP 9919°
Ot W1L%L 9917147 Mé&:: NMYIP LPCN, ALT% NAINC
@Q&E AOMIPTE: 1 YA 2640 ULOT ASHRP
LU TA0E JCIP NLM+A P9P ADAN W MU=
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nUAtT OC PR NAA NAGTETFO BNA OALOTA
R02A @¢ (19771 T U1 P71 PR WILYEL 11 WU
PP ALPDP AAFAIP: NHP £IDAATA N3 @S 4
OC 2A TOAQ... W18 1% K1LPI1GE) hRADDP §
CE9P ) AE1 (DA ADANGP Q1N+ AT A.GPAN NRC
QANT A 10C LTAAND: 09ALAC NAINAT
KO INC ALAMIPET A 180 ME& hEA AST° KE.L
1% NAHA (10F(A%& A8 NMFIA AHE: ¢HY 7 0
skype $2U-t1 Q@+ OGP A ALAPGP! AA A@: PR 10C
STVt “are you okay?” AA®- “yes i'm fine” hA%:

AH RINCRNP Ued ALNCSR NRATEe: OC SUN
WTE OC AL 10+ NP (LM 1] AOMAD- PPEPPT N
aAMAA NAINLOT £ W81 €497 ACT 10+ hIP10+
RAPET: Aded TMIIEPHE (LLLCT hEeF A0 19
AT9L¢ 222107 AL1°1¢% NP NMYP T197%! LOALNY
TN @12 AUFFU (H Ah AASY RW1L99% A
46 @AM NMYI° KHY: LU ALEFE LA ¢ £LCAA
TAA K81 NMYP N%&Y AhIPC SAD+ AL 101G 1S SV
NADAA A® AL £ KOTT BN KI8T 82404 N%
0MP +ATPH: (1P RET KRG 7% LLALE NMI° T8+
AAINC DAL £1°1994 1% ASIADIYP NALK: “ASHY
048 U5 FPSAU °11 NH UNC POt AAANY
APACAT 51 PAC 23 hHY wAAYAL
AANCET AU AL 11 $9PHU HOE AU h&CM
0L §&PCE GDLH 9CCNY NI £H AS K1L9P19°
ROGAAY RSOV MNP RNt

L@+ ADEGP 1% KA AL NIEC AT ACTT 10 REPHT
10« 88CI0<: "GP AATII° BU ¢ AANLAS hNADAA
girlfriend £H NAUP KLSTON Ot AL A18.L10
NéAYU ALC10:: ABHU NCH hA Nt hkgP W rT9° NCH
MTAC hA% 2§ R0DE.LAT OYAFO-A®- 1717168 Rl
NG NPML 71 AAA 102G MFATE® ©f, NOATEO-
&7 AL ALTF &O0h TUANEC AL “CN, @L (Lt
AL TAANR 1°12% 9P1°1CU 11C hA” 2924 GDAORT
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LN0%: H AL KNS LT 1NE LOA AT NHIPALTHY
RGO A18M4& 11245 Ot 10C RAPAAR! HE® 220
KO REAAAKIP! 171 P10 A O 1NC hCa&A NP!::
£73°19% AUV h9PA hA ¥ 1M9° YH PM%!: h69°
&V 1NC AMAT®: hE TA% critical moment €100+
ARSI AAHYU T8L NADET AS hEATF1T NALS™T hOY
KL NHPFHT FLOHT A1PT A hA

And yes, I am in South Africa at least I have a
right to speak about this... ?CAl ALF% A&k
(LM4& a2V £C 118U TLC1INC... RUT AP A&+
AM&... KTAA APG 2090990 3¢ WU €4, &4N
LCN H ALE% AE(k1 ALIME A8 Ay 9P AU I
9971 &6 AP 10?2 AAHU A £V 97247 88CANT A
A% OO

A% 4PE O RAU TP L8 DU 9° A RSP NADU™
P9 R97.2470% 11C AP

NATTHANAC 2O28CH% 11C A QLA A59° “I need
to talk to these people about this issue” 1%
RO QU 11C 992471 BECNETA AN § (PR
ANANT 970F@RL 27199 KUt “You know what
I'm gonna do it 'm going to register so that I
can create an awareness” hd\nwt:

NHY February AL al& ¢71 TIHINN:: @4
28471 fN¢®- May A8 AAINC nOtANE IC
A0t 3 OC AA% 1% KON Mr gay World
A1LH 10 R1°18.U join $241t:: At least I need to
create visibility, I need to fight and I need to tell
my friends story 1% A0, 1@<

&V AU 11 ALY Féh AR R1CH
KOADAARGP: PRI TICH AONLI T (LOG M
KO 1% NANNTE LTANE QAP ROV &40
@0L1C A1RITATFA TATP%::
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eC-

17 NADYA 971 t4.MZ AAY ALt 11C! N0+
terms and conditions 9204 11C AA F8.8 A% OHT
Ot @MUY W1E, 4L K§ 9% publicly
A8 MPA €32 LAMU- hAMAAXKI® 10C:: NH U
At &% 0L At W1&.0MS out of my
control S Al AP%F IC x18.LCA U1 09AT 10 A8
L4 PrPAPANNT THE U £ADAAA h1°18. Vs

Thank you so much for sharing!. U™ Jéh
)&t (e NOPE INLAT YHY KE NLTEY (AN
@gC 1@< (YA Tl &F MOAL NdAn KiLH
092:¢°1 AFAA:

CbAd:-NoIam good, A®CE®I® NAAP it’s a good thing

RC:-

really, it needed to be told, it needed to be said.
QA @L< RISV 20+ APHT AN NSTANCIP W19C
100G 11C 1 AU @016 hANT:: AC (1,A90« ADANGP
10 1% AIPEAU: AATRLIP OUT N ETES Q6 S
APF U1 F¢h ALk A0 AHUP Ah N1H AL AL
ALGRLA™ A1299FA W18 L0 hE h18.994.01F9P 65-q°C
10 P4AND: T NOLLT AT, U APHP AL 10T
N0 AUTE CTH ASUT S9N A18A W 18.8DR AE
nZ4.L 00t 8. HLE 10+

AMI® AR 1Y HEI £40 11 NAATR ADTL AU
A 8L 10 KU 1992 A1 TIATA “conversion
therapy” W1APAYT A€, (H OPFP U0 hér
conversion therapy 1@« 60A ®A& APFY
NPT AGDPLC A0IPNC HEIP 40 R99.24°1 1€
1@< FPYCT SUPAT@ HULE F¢kt 99)41U thhd
10 AH APF AS4AT NATTE RO N TONTO-
A&UIP NYLIITHTO hE NITTFTO AYA A&
AROPCME TIRPA: AGATRY ] GDEC PCew,
AU ¢CE TR WLOTRY AL 1854 U1PA:
At (H OLZLC AMATE P A1&1AAYU hA®PP° 11C
A8 F6nd® AICTHT PRISTUT 7O WD 9P
RIAOEE SU AILAD MR PPAN RI&TH L&HE A
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ChA-fUT #8093 1 MPt Tt @At 11C

eC:-

QOYADAAT @GP AREF: Wk (......AP)

Yeah but this is so powerful! A5 AA®* 2L MPOY
AN T1C INCF &P L% AL NGt UAt
QRCHF AF 10& OFA 10C A8 W1t Atats e
NATTELRITHUP 16726 W& 9P 6B9°C @AY 10+
A% APEAU=: (IH 168 NAHNT @LL:C RAAM AL W1
M€ BC “1ANA 2102V TPAC ALt 10C?

CLA-13 9LADAAY 9P DAAYE W17 APF N&NP AATISS

RS AA AT 299571C P90 2NADYE QAMES NH LH
AETRS @AM 1,6 AP lde ATIO(¢T CADFFPA::
£ A18A IPY Nar N4+ At héATFRY T0AD« out
P10+ 29954 APF 1N%: 11C °171 H88% 92.8.2 AL A.0M
AGEPLL LH, 00T MEC 7&4NO<$1 Mr. Gay world
AL TOLLSL GDOA Ry f0DEADSLM: 1,0, AITKLP
QU AAMAAD- 118,204 LA NMNTO-:

A@TET AGENC NOPE 9P SACTH RANGUIP 10C:
NADEADZL MEC KGESNTET K18, MIPLI° hA PP
NG A1LE ABTH® hA 24 QDL R LI AD(MNI°
LADAATA ANHG® AT hAINSHI: NHY Nt 997
Tatd, 10 S 10C R9LART ATILTI® hA NN
HE®« 219 RADFADSSPE Aat MERC h&SNBN
Mr.Gay world A& tAaté wWiL{® HPANR =
RILED GIYN.L hE WI1LFD hATKIP LAA:

NH HEPANLRP: NY 1% Y1AT T9AM1PRL TOMO-
“OLe4N 093P U LTANTFY AL he) £2CAN”
2094 T7AM1PEe NHIPANR M1 LCAC<: (W
N 71 ATT&L 1P+ LTOAME Whal, 2ee-
LTMeEt MEEPF PP 104 K& T1CH P71 SUA
NeQMC O, 111045 NHUP 098 TFAAY:

LEF D@D, 10+ ADME? MER, §FO= w6RLTl ST~
20%.4 narrative or stereotype 1014:: 2% Féh (L.OAD-
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L1 KRAMMIP: KAAMAP: LN+ NLThCALS
@AM 1@< Nk narrative JC AA1NI° hAATO<: NF
AEERS 104 APH W18 ALT 10« RTOAL®- A H, 10+
hH hfA ThHAT AU ODZE A A0KLTO HA
AL @M &% AR T £ L0 h&GNT Té&H6S
10C PR A H A FER.LT9 LANT NI 15 U
HE aH AL E 1P A AA AT 10C: PP E°
0taME noad0t 1NC JC deal ?992C10+ 1€
Kr8A U1 SHUZ O+ GDERLADC L£°19° 1827 h NP~

L& U NSk IC 92815710 P19° 11C AP
U-&9° 200 HC L8 AT £FAA U h&A 20DMO-
K&eN @AM AGPEACE LH, NIDLL T NF 10+ N4t
TR0 Y16t A TIN ®LI° RhOCT Yét
Ly AAING 1@ 33 UC 0PF TOAA® 1NC
DMt MRCE NOOT BAT $¢7 Ky hE SOLNLRO-
AT 10 (902 NOPE NROC AC AT NU°]
LLE hAT4PLI° INC:

11C 11 §92A18RO OLT V14 AL OLL(C A&CA
TACM 10+ ADMP=:: Zik IC OL L4 14L& AAINC
AAHU AFFO he. 0 A0 1% AF 10CH: L0 A&
RONA®: AS 16 1@ he was one of the good
friend I have... Democratic alliance %9204
R7A LA &COT TONE INC: KL AT (VP
politically driven U1 A% 10C:: a8 U° LTONE
TeNARA 10C A8 11CH Atk PAA 10%:: NF +1i L
202.A9° 10C PAILEP MRC S wHI T NG
Q40+ challenge hA®<: A1215° WX NF AU
@A RERC NRC TTUNLANT A1eTORA T1L8AV!
AP W18 2171 Ude GDAG.CE AIZATU NAA DAY
191t TOA9PHY A99L2 HTFEA U

W18 R99APHY 11C NO@PE “I don’t care about
anything I will do me” fan-0t® LH 0C:
We W& T 10 ONA LANN N OOt
UNRHP A1t RATXEBLT @nA P81 A% 1
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gC:-

am gay Ethiopian hdTk a8, & wICREP 1L
10 hAATEP 1% MDA NF tough 10C: ACATD
118U+ SPUNGR 928.809° AAATNS NPT AMPAL
Nn®C T+RLeI° U1 N7 At T8 LINGTO 19t AL
awareness h84 A12Uk 10 AN (LAIP: A 12HIP
US 11 &1L MG A AHD 15+ °1% AM9° tough
NG NOSE @24 LN h&dn EUINNC AL DU
T NH AP%F IC £LCAA N%%A NH OPF NMge
L0T% 104 Yeah, so it has a good side and bad
side to it... T1C 11 @24 AL you don’t feel that
MRCrET RILLOTOOY @RI° MRCrt™ TTCH aPM
qege RLLAAN% 11C hA 1027

A2 PP LU FC A AN O R 6 AT AL e dP
AAGMU: SIPTA AP A@ ADANI® AbANA AAM%
NG 20T WLV AE &I] R18A% A 180975 10C
LLLCT 1NL@: MRC NAPUE IC TIEH OLL4G AL
gP79P R1MNAD% AME 11C AN 1IN

20 tAL NF UC hé-F61% hds: AH IH 271
AL WL HRC AP AAGATFT YPEDPO Mdet APF
R091°1GT TG 10+ UAedP 0921147 11C RS AAGATF
RPINCYO+ £°19° DA 1@< T AHU OL&C AL
mAtTe 1,097 A8 FéAV AJOP L°19° 27171 narrative
BPLLA: RILNEP® 04 story SLPI° RN
110 AS Ak NIZLEATT AT TP W12V
't R¢-AY personal experience x1425CU ACAA
A% APPEAU: APAA, w14 headline “two gay
Africans” yemilew neber! x4 9°71 AAVY 10-
A1871% APF frame P99LLCTHE AG €8 2rC TRC
BALLAT hGI° mismatch £4.MEA: Wt £%1 h&1EY
F1C A&t AOFCPU hASNO? hANNLYIP?

CLA:-I think N71AR 1A, AP STATNE SHT 11O

A% AH 022 C AL MY NTAL A1 NHSE hOFCTTO-
AP0 64ATR 1NC: PANLEP Ll h&dn
African Union aD$apées, U +4.A°1 106 NANAP
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@0+ 719C Nh&SN UL NTHA Y1C a0PMt “look
at them. They aren’t representing all of Africa.
They don’t acknowledge one of theirs. They
can’t even protect one of theirs. Look at how
his family is treating him. Nobody is protecting
him” &4 TAAP 74T PHS AOFCH AA @AM
0@ QAT ZAt (DMPILE A& C10F A

(HY V& GOYA 171 3187 TREIPTT? AILAC: (H7
OPF AA% PAC 11C U4 B& NLTANT (RIPC L&
AFZFO 2% 1C a1t AF 10C: T know I sound
crazy, literary a% (2 hrk 29720 2LTACATS™
AQA 10CHHE: 11 OH U GDYA K% 92940059
LOCIPH 1040 NPT OAA NATTHANGC
JC LG RIZAC AATY 1@<: gME1° hEE19° AHE
AQLTPAU:: AT ALAU A 1% hE ODERLLAR
7 S ALATE 1NC 4MST PPMLPP:: (HY O
AH ALY 26AT ECEETF APTET 0890 VeIt
£tPA AP 10C MR

N&L5maA 188 nntanEt aAtéedMhe (024
PRt AH 1T1C LCAN% 1NC:  nt @RE A0
(Lt a5 ¢ 1NC: 11 OH U DY @M, R0l
209.£695% @3N INC “AIHANAC A1 10 U
AN UL A IHANC hEMAUI® CLa” 2024
24 10C 9UNIT: HE AL UL AAN®- H V& HH
AL Nt IC NN APMIE A1 A MHAAdC
A1L090LF: ANLITPAAN NLN £ITNNNT LHS
NG NMYP KOAL 104 TP1ANAY P10 ALSC &FAA:
1Pt AAQ AH TICF NRATNY LIDAAAAT Dfi+
@)t VA 700 SUPEA! 171 (MH HH QAN A TH AN GC
ADAE MV @AM, (100107007 AT THA1C A%
SAINC!I LA LILNMH A8 AAU-AY R02A% 00740 1NC::

Yes there will be ups and down but $t4A 71 SUPEA
A% 718" ANCHTE ATTU=: SHOFC B A tIP 1N P+ “0%
0GL ATt 9920DM NUT AN8UG° OGP AUEN
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VL0t 297€40,C NUM A0AY P&H: €168 AM%: Wt
A% R0D2MAA% SV U °11 @L4T GDG-ADL™Y hASIPP°
A7t AFAEAU” KA 10C R0 D-::

So everyday things start moving and &% &
QLATIPF a%PAA we are here now!.

(4 A%F A 8 Ahé-0b RINCTHEFE A AL NF 10CHe:
ne-ees NAA therapy x8 counseling 99717t
FAns: QH 00 nOHAT A%t aM® AT FICH0T
A%t LTANFY TRV AITXE PFPTe 2CN,
NPTATFEO APTE: AHTFUT ¢TO99% 21040 MPT AL
TI0E ACPET AT RAR AT NFLT R1&TTUE
G N0 AA 0719° AAINCKI® AEP° AT AL
RIVED- 04T ADGADE: RI&ANT TOCHN T

0AOCYT 1IN0 1C V& OOt w1eU 0NNt
0tOA P99 conditional A&V WCU LA®-
N®F 249U AP W81 10U (@ MY AL
A129LFAT AN 2AU A9PHT AAMNN®: U3 N°1H
ANNC W1LITFA T99CH<:But I just kept going
forward, holding on to my spiritual things that
kept me moving forward.

MUeet NNHT NPMEPTO MEEPF W18 “¢-OUT
ASIME&T AANY FOPAY @827 ROLAD- 10

AT90D7 (L NANLP K 1LHYU hOTF VAN W18 71 £C%
heODG:: AP 11 $AA BUPEA 1% 1NC 297AND~::
AU @ NGS RYL ANE ALT hA% G NOPE 9o
S4A% 1NC NHY V& 11C @AM 22A&R &4 Ui HE
AG 99D O KU ATEH 1 HAYP LAtE 1y
TAPAVT TELOFAUF AOANNTY 4 10 R1LT
10 A8 U PUPIAU &A% 10C: A% £29° HE AE1t
A1L090¢0- 1 (1CN: DGR KE ADAAGT 9P BAMT A
A% A0 10C: A THANGC N IC R18A hOPAU
NMP RIYCLP @LF 1% A IHANAC NIASE N2 IC
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A1&A RCO KCAMT 10CHs: ADEARR h &0t 1NC
A2 OHY QYR D

AU BV A9LL1k AP °1%1 T am not an Orthodox
anymore, I don’t subscribe for any religion “17
NATHAOMAC IC AR K NASE IC 4% AVt
P AATPREIP: HEP &40 N A THANNC &6:9°
A9PrE 208 1@< AR 11 TAA 71 SUPSA % O
WL&HI° 22271% hE MN$%: grounded £2271% hP1t
G ADEAR T1C 10

Beautiful! It’s religion and spirituality, it’s a
personal experience with God, your personal
relationship with what you believe in. But often
times institutionalized A.U" church 949" A.0dM
“171 you’re told what to believe, how to feel, why
you should do this and why you shouldn’t that.

So I mean it’s beautiful to see how the one
that is somehow supposedly: the church that
was pushing you away not the religion right?
It was people who were pushing you not God,
and I think having that clarity and that faith
themed with spirituality, I think that saved
your life right in a way. So now we are going
to sort of wrapup, So I am going to bring you
to the Now. And you know we’ve been talking
about how the narratives are created especially
right now: tik tok, social media it’s completely a
different world, So how are you navigating that
nowadays? It is still a narrative that hasn’t been
stopped till today right? They still find a way to
speak of their false narratives in different ways,
so how are you navigating that right now?

CLA:-ATPAA A% TR ANOTE 10E%: APHL 70T AP AT

OPA®<: 1COVID “1HI° ALt A HE RN N H:
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11C9° TMPINFAU=: NH 11C TIPELAUT NH ADdT
AIVENFAUS QIH 002 (R6C A% W IRTFOFAU
I think £h0PCh% attention span aA®q° AMYP
short period 4t K8 th#h A7 10 PTHMPAO-:
(OANC L2P APFT AATPC ADHAE NITINAN TATAS
AN AH TIC A TVENFAU RE £ (DANG® Ak 10

NH 171 2023 214.MEP 11C AH ALFTE SAGANTTFO-
CLFO TAPPOATO=: ACANP 410+ W1 T
NOYLT AN 10 % APTAU:: U@« 1MgP adM(
NG AM0 R1N& ALFEY T9MFTFO Ude ODANK
NG Bed @ A&LTFRIP 1NC: W98 AL NASCT
AQCT AL AASC POGEAAP AL WASCA OAPF IPI9°
09U AODAA &FAd: T1C °11 Ut A0« TOCUN
APV you feel like shit! N&NV &€& QM. NH:
TICH BUPRNYA 18 11 A0+ AP Thth hi.&0
10C: But instagram makes me feel at home so
many people are positive about it and some are
even sharing their side of stories.

nH “club house” 29204 app 10C:: 2020 AL L{Le
“IH: AGEMSE °1H, NOLL%E AVt G0t (3A
A& U noMaA% noaLns IC 1*1°1C
WL Uine: £ 1°1°1C ALC7 AN H AS28a0DM
&PLT Uk OPF W18k AU R92AL0 APF A8
UR 90T 1@< U1 11C AF2C7 T9UNER 9988 AL
@L9° U [ AL 94T 09718, A0 R4 711 WA
naZEHe AC< AP 1171 AORT (DAY RI%4A T
18 ALCAT® QOLFA NH APTF ade: (LN AR 1
1M nMAh in the next day build up F2C1PAV!
KG9 NH.V 1L L71° T4 hALHE A TTUNGR 92.8.8:

thth Ag July Anan, 10 LODMPFE: AH AC
AANTPAT 1NC: WAHEE 9% APF 299LC1OM 11C
KEOLAP: UNTEH 2L PAAN 10 299ZA W 11
A% R0k SAATET NL2AM AEMANTAP 0948017
AAOLP: WU 0L At OC PEZA live 0010t
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nEMOCH KA1 BOIP OLH OAERAU=: A
2OPUNLANETY APET AIH AE F6NTFOT 090Gt
[ LV E

AAD: 2P A5 ROFEML APF AGDEADSY °1H, (L8
nN&te AL04 YAOTRY QACLARI® AP ANNFU
0904t Ad%A9P: 11 when you challenge their
crazy thought ground AU }PAU: wI°rt
APFEU ANNE A&TILA ALINLE PO A&TTAA
10+ are you going to do anything about it? 1%
AMEPTo- “yeah that’s not fair” PEI°1 L&YA so
yeah you see A1H “1H, ATTAA&GA™ 1% AOAAU-:

AH ¢ £4AIA 11 £719° U-AQP addD: AP+ (P we
need to engage a conversation 1% A9°GAU=: &UT
A4 171 97t 84 h&C 928C N0 Ude SUTT $£C°1
@eq° 098¢ &FAA At ABLAP: TR APF
11 LU LT MG 10

KH, AS AA LFHANT 1°1C Ad01 AOtann n@9e
westernized VT 10 17Ut APPAA Nh%: hS
NHGL% £& ALETE HUL At AL OTANE (58 how
dare he do that a1AA™! UNC bt 9606 N9+ QU
OQPTFO APH IC L0 AZIIM AH L1 Al(9°
q°C WU £C9%4A 10 11K et H 1C
TOCNO:: AO-CT A5 ho%én AL (15C NH AAMNTY
S NA OAPF A+ +994AU: Y1C LT LAQ AT+ °17
18 AU9° hH JC AAL2NTP: NANPH GDT LAM
THN AA $C 10 A1H, TATEPT LAP At 1%
LALL AU N AL hECATA:

Heterosexual AU OA® kS Y€0IetE AU UNA
overwhelming AU £%FAd: A8 A&V UMY
aQua® UNa A0 (99480« A8 (92190« hI9CE
NATICT® ArtAA&AT=AAHY A8t A&CL
W18.L8% ALC N1% 990N A1 EI°C UFAU-: Yes
AAGAL hG QAT HEL hALELCIP: SAUNT Y1C
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AL MNT AAA% 171 NHY Ud TAR hATREL N2
&V he1t A0 1MAD% (MG, 10+ ROIA%:: E,ADFT A
01L& A% A that is fact that is the truth. £11 A0~
1181 1@ challenge $972C10< Q1% AnN (L0
YA ASINTAAS K AONPH TLEA AU MF 1A
ME 10 1% AOAAU-:

I have big respect N1TAL social media AL i
2.8, T AA W18 UP 0, AE CMLA 9204 AL they
create a narrative N® A12UTT AAD* A8 (L4
ROLALATO APH (8%&IP: AU K1 AAT A1 881
nrAt @t f, A® (AL 1@ follow ?992LCIF@-:
(L.MA TG &ntTATPA: People are learning and
adding some knowledge x4 I would say pushing
back is a good thing, yes it’s exhausting AU-&9°
N0 h8LAJI":: Ah% social media, I see its lots of
negative aspect of it but tiktok make me to wake
up OtAL AATELRO NIt 9k IC AAA A% 1 IC
ARAD ALFE ¢ a8 A8 CUT bridge nATTIAT
TAALT 10 8PP L O+ h§ what I see it the past
two months having a conversation drain
£2C°174 but you need to have that conversation
they need to see it and hear about it.

APAA A1&1&TF AMALA £MMA 11C °171 A% IC
AL KOFAP NtALAFU mute ALCIFAAUE
QL NAKU 11 MOES AAAD NA $2APPMA: A
Welb A1P1ETO NHY A&0% $9°¢ A8, 157 W18,
NG A&, 10 (LN9T% 10O Féh, £V 10« AT~
“hmm” &Ad °1& 1ATPA: NH HADY W ACRLP
CA LA PIA® RATP 10C: (A LOYE A 1gbtg
OA RC NIt R928P% A< AAINLIP: NAE R1d:
WU ART APF @171 NA9ICE NSP&TF@- understand
N92.LL2CHE ADY1L A% A AMIA%FU- 10CH: I was
walking the walk with you but you didn’t see
me AATPAU= a8t W18V 1t APF 8184 B0dPA
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RC:-

OtA 106 A®« 2719° &U™ A8N%Y APE 9911EY ALC
hOHAP® ATATO A IHANNC AN AT R EOLP
ANA® AAAN L& FLAV:

AQAN A& T9AT 1T TP T9AT WBLA® but I
believe &% NTAS @0, @@ 20940 F0 ALMF"
@310 K 9989 LPIPLA: Axb clap back topic
RE&CTL TIA0t Thih A8 DHAD-C 10 RIZANE D=
ODHAD, AL, RO oYYt 2R CI A £ NI W1L1S
RINE 2020201 GDHADC ANGNFAUL @F (HEN
AEONTAD AGATR R&ATO (&ATO® engage
W18LLCTE A ANLFTF®  AePIN %L FePAV:
AQP° AP ADAP AT At ACT1IR 10 W18L 1P
0L EHY R9LOCS APHP ULTPHP 886N 11
Thé AMEFA: 0TAL thth AL NAAD AT A
8Ad: T9AT AFTEIP AL HCHERO AAA &P
LA A@ @R} AOLC hANT: ARV AFAL NH:
YaFyT 090Gt HRAA Y

Al O1L9° K AUARP A& L7 (IS¢ aH
AL @t YANVFRY K8 ALAFO1 challenge
£LCIN N1% LANNTEY AN ANH APF i &Y
2P tN& hA TIUNEE 92800 MG T1C A.OMA
£FAA 1% W1&AAN ALCITA: A NIRIHET AL 1
don’t take it personal £0784% A{1& (@« £ALAAT
020% N% ~dL1ALNP® I will never take it
personally ALty APF 11 ALATEO A AL
AOE w18, TILAU Ab £°19° (1GDHADC 30~
RPAMANATE 1% ALATO AMTFPAU:: AONUT AAD-
A18H 1@ 09210 ASP® IUNGE 9988 K&t
MMPP 2 1&ANY 90D K5 &OUT ITHIEE hANV?
psychologically, emotionally, mentally you
need to prepare A12H NAU Sh1&1L A@ 1ILYT
ANANCY BFAA=

AP ACTIMG® x2L1 2A0M T1C 1@< NNl Ndoh
A0 PR WU AL 719 APF online AL
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P10+ 204 A1_AN@ ADALLNI (LU negative
AU &FAA 11 WetALMYP its breaking their
perception OtTAS £1AA €1 8.2, A8 wWTE Ot
hOLANI® @& 1Tl £A K °17 that statement by self
is a very paradoxical A8LA? @& hELATII® WS
1 AVE” KA 10+ Q09804 at least enforce and
acknowledge $2CTHFA:=

If you go back in to the time machine 2012 you
were one of the only people that was visible so
now in the present day we have more people
that are creating awareness putting themselves
out there, and choosing to share their life
experience as well. a1 AH fR4A0T 14
Fé0% hd T and we are seeing more and more
people. 171 H&IP &40 ADADAAN: A SAUR kS
LATP% FCATTF hée spin $92.L4 T STALL F¢ 1% AG
U9%t R9%.00AA NOfIT ¢TPEN4L PLPH hat APPAA
460 2OC AN 998 EADE LA.....

CLA:-89°CUT 1@2....000h my God!

qC-

h®P Facebook AL QU4 A& 460 TINTPA hS
A& AL A4 10+ R0%A hAT KA NHOGTT 0L
Lo TR, 9%A hi OV FCAT TLMPIF APF
capture A%7£:¢°1 1@< ATAS AU AU R W% story
popular PSA: £ eTc0s 1NC 9@ LH AMg°
TR&A SUIATPA AS Tt 29200 LA 11C 1
NHY 0éF 218U Kot FAT% A1tk GPANT GPAN
AMAMT A TT1EAT O L1 AFP° Atk A&ATF T
A N9°TTE AATMAPLY KRG h&AFT AL AGT
AAINLAT LH RANCIP: AU 11 APF Ot
1tk JC LAQT AOF 9] &P SFA A AIL19° RS,
A8, (IP SFAA hE Ak APANT 11C 10

(1GDERLLTGP ADERLADC P14 AN D AE I7AT PPHE.AT0
11C hA?
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COLA-EUT YA APRIEU AR 1OP PAS
£10%2A: (CIR AUT AU AMHPFEFY 991040
FO1C AQUPY ARODA 10+ 917 R719P ADYE RITFA AP
TP LUT 640 AFSR ATCE N99FA MDA
WAPMATFO 1MP LA PO9LA% 1P AR AN,
ThEh AL 6§ OLP QA Ightg Y1CH AGOE (AIICE
ALOGI: AADDO- (A Ightq ®LP AA - issue
A0¢ KIIAHE 10 ROLBAK: AADDD: &€ hATKS
AAD: RN, ALP ATPPOAD- AT U hIICE AATCATY
SALUPPEAU= A (AT 1AHE $9€NHT 1h99CE match
RUYLLCITA% N0 GATIAK AU Ud hPAU A& AGTT
1P WU (IAOYCE D94 WG LAMDYE 092¢I %k
AITKS OOD S AP 0L ATLASL APH TAP
T1C 10% ARAGHU- PAFUst:

APF Féh @& I Dbelieve Sfhf£1818%F1
PLAPPPMP WG 10 AANE ACYY LIV 10«
WILZF@ AARU fPPOLO- T1C w1818 NH O0-
ALING< AL+ 2% SUPSA 11C 1T TA& WhRe(M:
RGP PAANT: AETT AMCE T A NH A® 0290+
RS ATRANTUE 08P AR TN AIHEI0 K
060, NG H1E AFéh hW18.9C PSA hE AGTP
NMP +AP PAIS hA%: PSR AT dDPLC
PTHRAD QAT (APITET 1046 K18 SOLHA R18.
£04AT ROPPCT MPRC PIEATD WITKE @AM
L& OGP AULFET NAAT® ADT4.0 hAQTFO 1AN
AAIPEIPT 1@< A% AHY 2AUOF UNC AL UE 9P19°
AA®L MFC AFAAD 171 K61t 6T *eH1A%U-
ALOPMEY a18.U9° acknowledge h28LD%F U 10
KS AP 281 h&CL RADAISAD-:

AAD AOAMED SO0 20T ¢ WAz VT AGO-
eE0- NUATF) W18FU 08P UATFUP A
¢ AAT (0« AL & FUT AFA% AAHU MRYE APy
WILEMEFUT R18TP4& 4AIAU= PRILEP® NH
SATAM TSP Wk hE 01% NOLLE NF ALV At tq°
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qC-

AP%F 10T0 L1007 SMPIIA 1% 1@+ RIFAND* 1S
U 71 A1°1&E WU W AD AU

AP 19210 £FAAT AN LA BLASA W1&FT AT A

CMLA-LUT @@Lt NALCIT NA®YE A1 AM9® LA

{C-

NdeFA: A HE AL NS IC AT F 090Gk
AP 11C 1@< ARNA 111559 &V K81t access §C
Lo Y@<t FATT oL+ IC hdd gt
AL TPUCTP® AP R92FAT 11 T1N0L8.L DMTQ
R09LADANGTT KPPt AADLT A1 NMP LN
NdeZAd: DAL NMI° AAAIEAT ANNFUH 281
R09.£9°C L Hy

AEP AAAMT “1H 718 U9P 1A ST A 81 299.89°C
A8 AQT99S FR NMIP A &C1 READACISA™!
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Reflections on love and
relationship
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The following conversation is meant to be an exercise in
reflection on love and relationship. All that it requiresis
that you and your partner give your complete attention
and awareness to this moment, to the room you are
sitting in and to each other.

For this conversation you will need:

A phone or recorder (make sure it is on do not disturb)
A candle.

Cushions (optional)

Make space for the silence, the nervous giggle or
blush. These are just guiding questions so let your
answers flow however they come.

Begin by sitting on the floor, press record, light the
candle and close your eyes. Bring your awareness to
your breath, how does it feel to be in your body right
now? Let the feeling permeate throughout your being.

Take this moment of stillness and quiet before you start
your conversation, you both deserve it.

Reach out and hold your partner’s hand, how does their
touch make you feel? Stay here for as long as you want
and when you are ready, you can start the conversation:
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Are you ready?

Mm-hmm.

OKkay. So, the first prompt here
So Iread it?

Yeah, you read it.

“What is your first memory of each other? Give space
to whatever comes up.”

So what’s your first memory of me?

My first memory of you is, um, at the restaurant. I had
arrived. I was nervous. I sat on the balcony. You weren't
there, I thought I was first. I texted you, you said you
were upstairs, and so I went upstairs, and I immediately
saw you in your orange jacket and a smile on your face.
And we hugged and sat down. And then just started
talking and talking for a couple hours.

Yeah, like three hours?
Yes.

Yeah. I mean, I think it was the same thing for me. [ was
sitting upstairs . Uh, and you, uh, you walked in with
your white T-shirt and black jeans, like, and then we
hugged, yeah?

Yes.

Um, I do remember you being nervous for the most
part. Uh, but there were times where you were not, like,
looking, not looking at me in the eyes or, like, you would
just shy away....

Uh... Yeah.
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“How does the love you have for each other shape your
everyday interaction?”

You can start.

Hmm. Your everyday interaction. I mean, for me, I
mean, we're not, like, people that, like, texts all the time
or everything, but we do, like, check in on each other
when we'’re not, uh, together. Um, but, I mean, I think
for me, when we're spending time with each other, it
does, like, I don’t know how to phrase it exactly. But,
um, I don’t know.....

You can say something as I try to articulate what I'm
trying to say...

1 think the love I have for you is, um, very comfortable.
And so, our everyday interactions are very comfortable.
I'm myself- Not stressing about things or how I am in
front of you, or um... And like you said, with the texting,
there are also just check-ins I know are more than
enough, um, or enough. And Yeah, the love I have for
you just brings out that comfort.

That’s so sweet. I mean, the same for me, I think. It just
makes things easier for me. I also do feel comfortable.
I've just said this before, like most of my cards are, like
out on the table, from the get-go, right?

Yeah.

Well, I'm not trying to impress you in the sense that,
you know, I don’t have to be somebody that I'm not or
try to overextend myself. I could just simply just reach
out.... You know what I mean? I don’t wanna get into
the specifics, but it made this year very special for me
because I'm also in a very transitional moment in my
life. So, having someone there that I can rely on, that I
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can, um, spend time with, like then also just gives me
energy to face the things that I'm going through. Not
that I'm going through like a bad thing.

Mm-hmm.

But like, you know, just like energy to, you know, go
through them. To know that, you have love, uh, you're
loved, you’re cared for. And yeah, that feeling does
make me feel like I'm not going through things on my
own, and that I have the support that I need in my life.
So, that makes every day good.

Cute.
How do you make space for your sorrow?

1 feel like I haven't had very much sorrow. I mean, I'm
trying to think of the lowest moments I've had this year
since meeting you and nothing really comes to mind
except for a, like a bad day. Um... And I guess we make
space for them by always addressing how were feeling,
um, what’s bothering us or what's bothering me, whats
on my mind and then I always feel better after doing
that.

I mean, for me, I think I did have, like, a couple of
months where I was just feeling a bit out of sorts. And
I think having you around, not as a form of distraction,
but having somebody there next to you while you're
going through something, and then just, you know,
making space for that has been very important for me.
And it’s in the little things. It’'s not necessarily about,
like... yes, of course, being open, opening up and talking
about things is important, but just it’s in the little things
like, if I'm having a nightmare at night, knowing that
you’re next to me.
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Mm-hmm.
You know what I mean?
Yeah.

So for me, I think it’s just holding the sorrow itself by
myself. But then knowing that I'm not also at the same
time holding that sorrow and pain by myself. Like does
that make sense?

Yes, it does.
What are your shared dreams and hopes?

Um, I'think stability, which I have, in terms of emotional
stability, but I think stability in all ways, financial. Um,
dreams are just progression, progression with our
connection and our relationship, progression in both of
our careers.. Those are my main dreams and hopes.

I mean, for me as well, I think this year has been
important for me to find stability, right? And, um, and
also kinda like opening myself up after being closed
off for many reasons, ma- mostly because of pain, you
know.

Mm-hmm.

Um, and part of me opening up and then like bringing
down the walls around me is manifesting in many ways
in my life. And one of it is our relationship, which is part
of my hope and dreams in a way, you know what I mean?

Mm-hmm.

This is something that I wanted for myself to be able to,
like open up more and then find that stability in my life
and then find a partner that I can do this life with. Yeah.
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So in that sense, I feel like I'm already in that place. But
just like you said, stability and both of us being able
to kinda, uh, go forward in whatever it is that we're
working towards and then being there for each other in
the best way that we can. So, I guess that’s... that’s that.

Yeah. Same here.
We can end this with a kiss ahaha.
I love you.

I love you too.
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haLe:- Hey!
Hh:- QAP aA°!

aLE-I'm so happy we’re doing this Zac. A TCEhk

Hh:-

AU @60 1A NDRAPT 2O hEIPAARIP: UALH,
(e tOmMey APMe 71 ONé NILAD: AL NF
AAPPETCE AU LH @AY $A&TY POt QaDFt
AN A1AT I9RFFT DS 10

Aed® LN AAFA: PXh&T PITHICE YLt 9P
AT2020DAA  ARIONET  AIPART MG RIMIY,
SAAATA: HYU MEH A “18163” W12 MU -
@M7E A& AN AAT AAVFTT NANEAT 114 MDA
hOUIge::

nqLe:- Exactly. So we can start from the first issue !

Hh:-

RADE LM COATF £TADAAE, £F Q11T RIA 1NC::
Yeah queer joy!

hqLE:- Can we talk about your memories of working

Hh:-

on this first issue?

AP! MA@k 8CT RADEPSe WP N10¢ Ay 0
TMAN RULDT RIMIY, AL 1NCTH: NTRSIP (ST
Q@AM UL &0 P26 1@< H 171 £ “1H ZAL 060+
(LEAD 271 A 871 TN ¢ U

WL QUS P ntASe 1AAN%E 10 FSNEN
AINNAA 1P 28 U Féh AlAhd® NMI° La
&A% 1NC: AL TR KA RECTT AMEPPT RMC
n&etd 2aj a%9% 1NC: NF aMPAL AAHY 09
A0 Al 10 FH R09A%: AEGP WAL ADALT M 189PC
RADEADSLR 1NC FOF O AU

AQLE- AP 0L AQF@AAU! AP FO(FO< DAL
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NP @R, FP19° 998471 hAFANGP:: D0+
hATNCHRIP:”

2990 hCET 11C AAT AHY AR NADLLD AT (LEDLIP
ATR T0PAAL “IH, £719° AATIMAS AANTRYE
204 NH HP N de £ AA bullying $09.80¢0Hq°
NEAT hA:

“A% h2AU 1§ TPUCT (bt APAPAT 2N
PO At Pr: ATHE (b ATHS (ks
PP AL CL AAINCP 11 NAAT 018 V9IS
A%F QA GDATE GDATY, AE ¢ODER, O L: (1,ADAATP
NaUsee 11 WtF NF e eTELEON
QAT 1NC:” Nde BPMAA::

HA:- NH 279 9%e0ATT APF A% QAP &CYt
K18V LA £14R4
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“NMad0Ft AaA 0A)MY HAT A100 NAC
RN 0F VAT D1&F ¢ME@H T
Me ML P10 A9 At LH M1EFU-
U2 AIRT TPOPFU? PP AfATE
AMeTE &GP ACATFO= NH OAM UAE Ab
neeaut TN Y8998t AAINGP La
AA%: AHY V& 20F KRG THE YA 11 ©Q
AL AL WILOMFT A0 ACYE AT 1PMPM
NG 716 MEAHOT A1&8i K SHHIO:
MM A8 NCS TTIRIE A1SAPLE:
314 TH 8AF A"

TPUCT Lt @AM ANLANNT 1040 AT Ah
RGO APH (LT L1 tPE1 IS N&0T TPAASNT
Tl U ALTIO &0 AN% AIANTFAT: APAA
ALFET AL TN UL NI&ET@ W18 K18 SAA:

“OH B (A& AL AAP A0k
AU YOt ATTU NUL@E AGDEADCE LH
Ot1&€0 TP REET: AAP A0A AAOHE
K§ HADL: (LT (LODM TR FO 1712094400
O&%F U@ wPR. AR, TIMTFO- AL
AAA0D: TOARE AILEANFTFO® ALt
AT 10 A0 RS (LSOG KE (LTECE ASPU-
NP M&FN% 1A 21040 (bt 10 SUA
TN97%:: AAdP::

NeMm ALEFE IC (Lé hE L& ANAD AP hE
L., [ YA AP AU SEEF 1S (Lé-
N€STT €620 K8 NFT ALNAU Aé-0b1 R 1TUE:
W18 $0 he9% N 9970 LA LA $AP AMC
A A% DMz YA 16 AP A IC (LLCNA
“OPyfi £°19P17” Alde A39° FI6hET TAIPNe: 1
a)O0EP K18 @17 TEME 1§ NALe $1 WL
VAP 00t AT eTA? AT JMEA%:
A% ATt WO ALNPT CATT AJOTITEY
NACPPE@- PC NEIP6 NhPIIM(M: h1AAG
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SHL 10+ R0DMM-:: 1L AR §MT hd1 NEE
ROPAU: A® héO1 AP AN A8 S
2AA

ST W12 W96 W 99U UATE 00t W&t 1C
$L9° (LA RILTIAAS ‘OSC AL1AUT™ A1LTNA
£V 99UV HE Wt AT W& 10 TIAY
AGPAAY PAILT AU ROLN0T@ LAY AL TAP
FCHP A 1@< A0+ 97771 BH N07UNLAAN @A
F¢q ROLAMO* hCJ OLC AD-GP::

KELE:- TADAAQL, “1H, £719P £09.20DMAGP 1 ¢. ADI T L£°19° hA
Hh:-ADEaD4e AU NTAL hP

RNAL® WHI° ALI® W AGFRA NA coming
out ?R4F @ A6 &U-& is one of my favorite.
HANTEEIAT W18 10C LaPMFR

“GPCTXT NTAL? hIMIY R2CA ALY KA
AtPOE  LAHLA: UA® €PLF% KA
092G AT @1 ... K3 £ 99471 AAMDFA,
£0AGR% 10C: QU 971 (DAATY W1 9P1°1CT
1C hA 1% 0926 €95 RIQUTF 11CRT:
AOPAV NVE LM N% A1E, LATFU 1T
Naes nEh IC N9 BALA” A TATATHR:
PAA A&CI PAA, ACA% ARG NEA,
ePM AT $LFONL NSMLTOTT 998%%:
hOL1PI?”

TPOLYEE ADEPC AL ATANNN 71T I SUA AOEAL
AU 209840 1@< £UIC (NH MDTILF ©1ARA:
PP °17 RODNAA &CYE hS Bk h@1TS 10

AQLE:- Exactly! art 9P @@« hE TSP 11C A 10
APE NPNAYP K1 W18V 2 EATO DPSEO-P
BpI°C §¢F @AM eNTYA AR KE&LA® AV
ALET AN ALLCIY BFAA:
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Hha:-

AP AR IR AT (3201 AFATE 9L0LL 11C WELATP
AV 1@ £2N@ h8 AU 1P ATk R9986C
AS AT OA (1004 NG 92PNAY AP TR
KO &V T1C &R hOLAT AU WI&TON LLCYA:
L0F ANY ANV Kt HODTYT £AA&NO: £19P
NMFMA A5 AM@LAP QALY h(x1 APPLYY OOTO-
SnNLYA:

WLE- NFhAA! W18 “Gay men and insult” 2994 AD9& AL,

Hh:-

L1000t 360 TH hA%: AA 6U& AL M eNT
LMAATA: 1 AN GDAAY L& U SPUNLN(
ALATIPCYU AL AL AS B& T1C h&CY 10 F8.8
ATt® AFL1 RAIPCY e U Ak ALTIGT
RE&CH 1@ 09PAA@:: NCIM AILNANAN UAI° AT
PA ALV (LRI A& U N9 (LLAT° AH
09U RAMEY AL92 “Okit” 1994 L “fuF0ut”
094 0T nUTE LR “OU8MAL” “AILGT
WEPLEP” Q0% ALMEY 10 ACTIT NLH (AA
REATFT WCAL KRR R0ADM (LU 1 £19P
O AILMANP T1C AE T P WC1O
N9%2%. APF A8 ALEF Whan, U AP AP
MPOLF RA®<: AE A12AN® LA TC VI Fdh (W1
MMA A6 0L Féh AH MFPEY 292400 LA
2024 Jéh 1@ NH AANC &% U RF6h h99€ WS
A18PAN PPHMPIPNTIR EBIPC 10 AL184. NEA
2922000 11C RTALR U'T a1 &0OTT A8 ¢NLTEY
1 ALATIP 9 IC E9°C 91 IC 9989 A1AANT 1271
209.8% M4 TLCA 194, 61 10C:

ACAM A1&1E FPFT $LP° AV (FOPTOP
AGDLLT AA TP BADAAT A

APET AAPPLOPTOGC  AAATAT APPAN b
NeATE whqe B8 AAALKTE 2940 Féh L
NMg® RPOLE F¢h 10 PAILET AOHEE TS
@AM TGMPR APF1 AE Ve3P 0T AAPTFA
A8 NAI2N0% BADAAT A
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AGLE:- Yeah 100%! At A1A99@$®- ] can connect the dots

Hh:-

41713 APAA, (LAFC UL (o 929040+ TCE hE AA
F6R AL £71° AA A0 AA AQ 14T 2990+ e+28H
F6R 1@ 2y A “1&T 1 AT AATIRD 1 ETY
A16%E KEAAU: NHP® AF1C LA x1eounda
FERFHP U F AL AISE SFAA: APAN AN
Al A0 QFn @AM RIOEFA AS 6% 99940V
nFéne MIETE Q8¢ AA FSEP NPT hIMOY, U
03 T8t AT R1L99FA 10 AHU AA 0948
ROV 2°19° he ERIPC ANHPFET AERNT hE
LH AGAASNT 21N@ 21N VT R9280T O«
FENFP TREPA::

M0 NF6E IC AP RCHE ALETOT WAL
TCEP AAFSPET NRIMIL ASORTO SFAA:
APAA W18 TRCIPPT T N4.00KA NAINS ALK
A5 1TEE MHCHC $O@G&A:

AP KO Féh AN AP AU £ANE: 19%T 1040+
Alk hH J¢n AL TIMPATO hMAHFE APF AL ALY
A AH £OT99%% APF STO A8 61 AN N
ATPLI° IC WAPAN INC:

oV KUE fOMA JATE® WH9° AP 1NC: Bona
Nado F7én1 Nhét AlLAet NaGA NhaT RCP
OCAT INC: FONT TLEATE ASIN&T AEP OF
ROYCZE TCHOY VAT Rt 1NC $OM10<: RHY
& POEE PAT AL ROHBFEY PPCO-FOY KE
wtAHI Facebook A 2AZMD&TT APHF a8 U
(LA SMPAA:

“Haasaafi maree dagiiqaa torbaatamaa
booda “Guardian angel” akkas naan jedhe.
“Amma bar’'uu gaariirratti kufteetta.
Bilbila kana akka cufteen Facebook
odeeffannoo kee dhugaa hin gabne tokko
bani. Maqaankoo “abalu” jedhama. Eega
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bantee booda sakatta’ii na hiriyoomfadhu.
Itti aansuun kuusaa hiriyootakoo seeniitii
namoota “Victor Geta, Happy Addis,
Robel, Tegbabi Wetat, Boche Doche Bino,
Nathy Nati, Selemo Fikre, Kamal Fitsum...
Jedhaman hiriyoomfadhu...” bilbila cufe.”

MUF 04 U1 & & 218 TCTPFA

“NAN LeP OLT @-LT NAA “MAk (PARD”
K1Y AR “ AU MG DRE AL DLPYA:
eV AR KILHIVU w1& aATt tahaZ
aDZ% RIYET1AK @0 41k W@t Adt:
(192 KA £0Ad: NhdTh NAA AU ALY
A&C%EI N0PMAP NALFE HCHC @M
°106 Victor Geta, Happy Addis, Robel
Hailu, Teghabi Wetat, Boche Doche Bino,
Nathy Nathy, Solomon Fiker, Kamal
Fitsum..... 020k OPFYT LAV ALZY
h&C... OAT: TH)D:”

NPEYE R92TCNE@ A1e NRIMIY, $150+ A®- AT
0NN AOE AL NET AT R1LMNLOE
U hen QA RILNETAT AE SUP &0k
SNAM arele NF AU 2994000 And ALV
A8, N07MP {0280

ALE- CUATFI9P 1MNADS @ADAATA Alk!
Ha:- AP ah 1o

ALY 118718 WEP AL AT (LALLI° Wt FSE N H:
LH B A5 F2AV: RCAM 10 AL1818. WP
A% 0GR AMAGT PFE U HUL RTAL? M
KINMAT::

Hh- Al ASRC7 SATIO 6% £k HUE FAL A C 1™
0
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AQLE- AP A(EIP AAT @ PO 8L 10@: PRI 17 &I
A&ANtT FEE HLO QNS RS RIRE (0
AATAPAAL (1 AfP& UAEP R&EATOT eTASLTY
APL (LLI%I° FPAV: WIR1EP At 0T RAM
Te08 21140 A@ ATAPAAL UsT AA A< AL STk
165 (LPALC AFTH THAAY:

APAA A1 AFOALT WISNE FOPF (194 LH
AgUT MNMLHe AU NPCA INCHS A0 AAINCT
FEET A1 WH 0F AL TADAT, £°19% 20D T+ SUA
A% AA®<:: AG2T° SACTH R12IUE S LPPNENTP
T8¢ LGBTQ+ internet culture and identity
TAANT ALV ANAt L1041 FE0T W18
@LAA TAAN RAPPTH LUA (92T NI A=

Ha-  A9PAA RE.EN Féhn Al 2NgY Féh arl N9
AMRH ASTE N9%T @AM K1&105 APF T A1_ATON
@LAA TMAT, £71P° T W& P AU

AQLE- AP 20 R02A® T1C P10 WIHY NOPE 165
(LEM& 21N% OMAF (AP 1AAGR MDY L (97T @
AHYU 009§ @AM A MPAA A8 AME FAA: FENEY
QiNh €DC AP (NH APF ULOT AL DA
1605 £484 OAPF W1LUH T AA Y=

AEP ATHUY NQH A0 SMPATFOT APHE 0LA W15t
tAL? YL AR A8V Ara. Na(HEE IC
ATER FAT AHUP U1 0Lt REPH: ASnTHFO-
FASA: APT QAL NIOT MDA HLF NTELIYS
L1 hGATO FETO 09) 61 MFATO AR 10,0
AZ ARHIEEP a8 U9° ANAFSNHI 2A 2924 1€
10 718 UP £°19° SUTP D96 1.8 hIIG6W LIPS HE TP
&0 1P Rtk APPLT O 09NGE A FATO- 1§ AOPH
@DaY4e P MFATFO- AA®- 1MIP LA P92 11C 10

HA-  AA GDERLADC R4 AT 111G NR1ALI° Ut NAGA LT
REE&L @AM queer movement AA AT 007
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ATEA 1% AANAU-:

AQLE- ACTIN VAR 1tdPAAL (F w8 Urd OAPTR
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PA 1PA RONIOFT 222110 1°1C AU A 271
FEF &0 993¢H R1LIUE il F6h YPTO0-
RAINCP 1S °187F T TP 10NLA:

U @08t U1 NF MRT AIAANT LA10-
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AQLE:- MRMT AANT ALLA? ThéT QDT AT (W1

Hh-

0%t @007 MLAN AN hOLATP:

A0 RO 10 171 OYMPAA hAN: (OOELLA T7AT
AR TIC ANAT NIRELOA ?

ALE- AOTET AGRICT PP RIPERLIPL A 11C RATP: A1H:

Ha:-

T1CHT 1 (LAPAARGP °1% °19° 15 SATOA NH:
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N’or: Design Process
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What is the creative process for designing the book?

So first, it’s about getting the main idea down, right? Like,
figuring out what we’re actually trying to deliver. Once
we nail that core story, we need to make sure it connects
with the audience.

It’s all about balancing the story and the people reading it,
who have their own backgrounds, vibes, and everything.
The design has to line up with that and get the message
across. Design is basically talking, so we want everyone
to feel like they're part of the story, that they can see
themselves in it and know they’re not alone. It should
build a sense of community and connection.

Since culture reflects groups of people, we wanted to
highlight the local Ethiopian audience. That’s why it was
given that Ethiopic feel, but with a modern twist, blending
the old with the new. We want it to bring back some good
memories, too, like when you look at the illustrations, the
textures should give you that sense of nostalgia.

What was the Inspiration for the cover? And how do
you think the design contributes to the book beyond
just aesthetics?

The coveris all about showing off how diverse the community
is, especially the Ethiopian community, which fits the book’s
title perfectly! It has a cool, vintage vibe, think old-school
textures and colors, but it’s also packed with cultural details
like rich textures and awesome character art. We really
focused on making sure you see all the different ways people
express themselves, their varied cultural backgrounds, and
how they choose to look (from traditional headwear and
clothes to modern styles and diverse hairstyles). It’s diverse,
but it all comes together beautifully.
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Honestly, though “Don’t judge a book by its cover” is
totally overrated, and often used as a discouragement
on the effort needed. It’s not just about how it looks, but
how it’s presented. People are imaginative, so you need to
guide the audience. Whether they agree with the design
or not, it should definitely hint at the overall message
of the story. The core idea is there; it’s being told to the
reader. So, a good design can be engaging. It can give a
sense of recognition, something to remember, and a
way for people to find themselves in the stories (and a
little bit in the design). It’s all about achieving that visual
connection and understanding between the reader and
the author or the way the stories are presented.

What is the reasoning behind the color choices and
illustrations?

The illustration and colors were chosen to set the right
vibe and communicate the book’s themes, especially for
folks reading it on a screen.

Color is the main tool for setting the mood and framing the
whole look and message. Even though the colors are bright,
the use of textures keeps them from feeling too wild. Since
it'’s an ebook, the textures also give a cool, nostalgic feel,
like an old physical book. Yellow is there for brightness,
representing joy and the good stuff in the stories. Green
anchors the picture, symbolizing nature and organic
things, which mirrors the storytellers themselves. The
dark, rich tones for the clothing keep the theme consistent
and blend nicely with the characters’ dark skin tones.

The different headwear, decors and fabrics show off
diversity and personal style. The characters’ body language
is drawn in a way that doesn’t box them in or define them
too strictly. This was a conscious choice to make everyone
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feel included, so no one feels like an outsider. It’s one of
the ways to create a sense of togetherness. The poses are
meant to look relaxed, letting readers connect with the
shared, abstract emotions across all three volumes.

What are you trying to convey through the design ele-
ments? For example, with the use of the Berchuma?

The design communicates a message of welcome,
existence, love, joy, and belonging, centered on the name
“Nor” and the “Berchuma” stool.

“Nor,” a shortened Ambharic word for “We live, We
exist,” is a welcoming term. Traditional responses vary:
Christian is “BEgzer” (“With God”), and Non-Christian is
“Belijochachin” (“With our children”). This establishes
themes of existence and welcome. Rooted in queer
culture, the concept emphasizes deep connections in
non-traditional family structures (“child mother love”),
advocating for belonging, loving, and caring.

The “Berchuma,” an ancient Ethiopian wooden stool,
physically embodies this welcome. Its design, three curved
legs for balance and a circular seat, signifies universal
comfortandwelcome, regardless of one’ shape orform, and
however the seat is spun. The Berchuma also symbolizes a
saved seat, what we call the “70th” Concept of Inclusion,
connecting to the queer culture concept of “scoring 10s.”
The design features nine people and intentionally includes
the reader as the tenth, completing the perfect “10” and
reinforcing complete inclusion and belonging.

In terms of the round forms and circle symbolisms
and application, the circle embodies qualities such as
evenness, wholeness, smoothness, comfort, and a sense
of ceremony and celebration. This symbolism is present
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in various forms, including the Berchuma and Rekebot
(“A Coffee Platter”) ceremonial gatherings. It is utilized to
bring people together, such as in a celebratory “group hug”
as a farewell gesture, and as a dynamic invitation to gather
in a circle that signifies completeness, fulfillment, and joy.

How does the design language carry over from one
version to another

The core message of each volume is conveyed not just
through the characters themselves, but through the
fundamental core conceptual idea of each volume. The first
volume introduces a welcoming, open, and humble theme
of queer joy, shared through various honorable adventures.
The second volume centers on a theme of comfort within
a gathered group, emphasizing the wholesomeness
of friendship, reliance, and solace. The third volume
culminates in a gesture of triumphant celebration and
diverse, esteemed joy, reflecting and building upon the
themes established in the preceding volumes.

Beyond the cover, what other elements are included?

When designing, the focus wasnt just only on the
character elements, but also used texture. To keep that
nostalgic feel and make it easy to read, we went with a
light paper texture combined with a serif font.

We also added illustrations. Initially, for the first edition,
these were more individual sketches and drawings
that tried to express the stories. Later, we shifted to a
collective reflection to depict the stories thematically. For
the third approach, we used the overall character of the
covers throughout the volume to reflect the journey and
how the stories might connect.
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Now, about the typography for the book title “Nor”:
we used Ambharic lettering. It has these detailed lines
with smooth edges and curves. This is meant to show
the diversity. of paths, stories, and quality, all coming
together, while keeping a mix of modern and retro that
spans the past and present.

What are some of the challenges, if any, in designing
an ebook like N'or?

Merging concepts and presenting them visually can be
an ambitious and challenging endeavor, often making it
difficult to maintain aesthetic and messaging continuity.
Consequently, first round executions may not be as
smooth as initially intended.

Another aspect that presents a challenge, yet is
simultaneously rewarding, is maintaining continuity.
This process offers a valuable opportunity for learning
and exploring the best possibilities. The goal is to achieve
a diverse range of expression while ensuring it remains
aligned with the overall sense of unity, continuity, and
coherence.

Ultimately, this entire experience was a significant
learning opportunity to explore the combined abilities
and to determine the best possible outcome, all while
sustaining the initial creative energy across all volumes.
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Afterword
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Queer people know how to tell a story!

Storytelling is one of our oldest forms of survival. It is how
we preserve memories, pass on life-saving knowledge,
and capture the richness of our lives. We have always
known how to turn even our most painful experiences
into something beautiful or funny. Our oral histories
are rich, but they remain unwritten. This means some
of the most important moments from our communities
risk being forgotten or erased. Too often, our stories are
told by others, stripped of their complexity, flattened into
stereotypes that fail to capture our interior worlds.

Nor emerged in response to this. Originally envisioned asa
four-parte-book series, the project was born out of a shared
desire to create a written record that tells our stories on our
own terms and in our languages. This volume, the fourth,
stands as both a conclusion and a continuum, closing the
circle while at the same time looking toward what may
come next. This is why we chose reflection as the guiding
concept for this edition. Reflection: as conversation, an
exchange; a resonance, like sound or light bouncing off a
surface. As mirror, a look back at who we are and how we
show up in the world.

When we began working on this edition, we knew we
wanted to depart from the essay and personal story
format that had defined past issues. Instead, we turned
to conversations, interviews and dialogues as modes of
engagement. We wanted the team behind the project and
our past contributors to be in conversation with the work
itself, to revisit and re-examine what N'or has meant
since its first publication in 2022.

Through reflection, we revisit the three central themes of
our earlier volumes. The aim is not to rewrite but to ask
new questions. What angles had we not yet seen? What
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new readings emerge through this engagement? What,
in this attempt at meaning-making, feels complete, and
what remains open, unfinished, or unresolved? Because
Nor has never been a collection of isolated stories. It
is a body of work, interconnected across its multiple
iterations.

N'or has always been an invitation.

It’s the first thing you hear when entering a home: a
word of welcome and a small but profound gesture of
respect and care. In the first edition, we opened with the
berchuma, inviting the reader to come sit with us as we
processed what mattered to our community. We wanted
to create a place where people release and share, where
honesty, even when painful, could become healing. In
the second edition, we gathered around coffee, sitting
together to unpack what queer Ethiopian culture might
mean. Does such a thing exist? What does it look like?
How do those ideas of culture and identity collide or
transform in each other’s company? By the third issue,
we found ourselves grounded in relationships, those
intimate, everyday interactions that weave the fabric
of our community. Romantic ties, friendships, and
relationships forged through acts of mutual care.

And now, in this fourth edition, we come together once
more, this time to sit in a circle and reflect. To look at
what has come before us and to ask: When is it time to
look back? How soon is too soon, and how long is long
enough to see things anew? What glimpses of the future
can we catch in doing so? What opens up if we see looking
back as a return?

Reflection, at its core, is internal work. It cannot be
demanded of others without first being practiced by
oneself. By reflecting on the process of working on this
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book, the team behind N'or invites the reader into the
back of house, the space where the ideas take shape
and the work that quietly unfolds. The process begins
with collection, either through an open call or direct
outreach. What follows is a period of engagement with
writers, editors, and translators, through direct and
multiple rounds of feedback. Editing, for N'or, has never
been about correction but rather giving structure to ideas
and deciding what must remain raw and what calls for
refinement.

The design process extends this process visually,
translating tone and feeling of the stories into the cover
and layout. Each design choice, from the typography and
illustrations to the texture of the pages, is deliberate.
The visual language is meant to be familiar and draws
inspiration from the aesthetics of old Amharic books.
In doing so, it honours a lineage of print culture while
situating Nor firmly within a contemporary digital
context. The covers, in particular, shapeshift and adapt
to the themes of the issue as part of a continued effort to
capture our complexities, an attempt at world-building.

This edition unfolds mostly through interviews, returning
to the themes grounding Nor since its inception:
community, culture, and queer kinship. Conversations
with figures who have shaped online queer culture are
interspersed with reflective pieces from past contributors
and editorial notes from the team. This creates a layered
conversation between past and present, between the
digital and the embodied.

To complete somethingis to honour its cycle. Each edition
marks a phase in that motion: a gathering, a grounding, a
release. To reflect, then, is not to close the work but to let
it expand, to make space for change and transformation.
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Perhaps conclusion isn’t an ending at all. Maybe it’s an
opening...for yet another invitation.

Nor!

With all my love,

AnaniaT
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nU& AOPLMY: &CYTT AM&GFU F6FUT ANGATUN
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