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Content Warning: Barreeffama/seenaa kana keessa qabiyyeewwan akka lubbu
ofii baleessuu, wal-qunamtii saalaa dangaa hin gabnee, qoricha sammuu nama
haddoochuu fi alkoolii bay’inaan fayyadamuu waan jiraniif haala fayyaa sammuu
gaari irra yoo hin jiraanne akka bira dabartan isin hubachiifna.

Onnee duulte

Bona Nado
Isa/ Inni

Kutaa 1ffaa: Isan beeku beekuukoo dura.

“..Ilma akka mucaa durbaa, ijoollee akka jaarsa biyyaa,
garoo gadameessa haadhasaa keessatti barnoota fixee
dhalate...”

“PA!, Kuni Doktoorii sanyii dhukkubaa hunda fayyisu
taa..”

“Maal Doktoorii qofa? ‘paayleetii ta'ee garaa samii
keessa xiyyaara furguggisa malee...”

“Boo, ni qabsiifattuu? Arrabakoorraa rifeensi haa
bugga'u yoo mucaan Kun saayintistii Insitaayenfaa
tuffachiisu ta’ee magaa nu hin dhoofsisin....”

Jechoota mararfannaafi ajaa’ibsiifannaa ganama
umuriikoo marsaniifi falmiiwwan boriikoo raajanidha.
Anis sagalee raajiifi ajaa’ibsiifannaawwan kanaan
marfameen fagoo abjoodha. Onneen ijoollummaa koo
gulantaa beekumsa Addunyaa kanaa Isa olaanaadhaaf
kaadhimamtes booree hangafummaa boorrattee
finfinti.

Leencoo Shagar’in jedhama. Magaalaa lixa Oromiyaatti
argamtu tokko keessattin dhaladhe. Maatiikoo hojjetaa
mootummaa yeroo ta’an obbolaa Dhiiraa sadiifi dubara
laman gaba. Ogeessichi hangafaa ‘Uumaa’ jedhamu
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bishaan foon taasisee gadameessa haadhakoo keessatti
‘ANA’ yeroo kalaqu, akka obbolootakoo bifa kuulee
ejjennaashooleehinturre. Garuu,namaguutuu!, Surraafi
naatoo umurii durseen faayee, sammuu beekumsaaf
diinga mijataa ta'eefi ayyaantummaa jaarraa keessatti
tokko argamuun badhaasee na uumeera. Maatiikootiif
ittiin boonneefi faajjii, ollaakootiif fakkeenya gaarii
ijoollee ittiin sookka’an, mana amantaakootti ayyaana
gabeessa dibata olaanaadhaan uumame, mana
barnootaatti barataa Abdii Borii biyyasaa waamsisuuf
kaadhimame...Leencoo!

Egaa, dhugaawwan Olii kun boqonnaa jireenyakoo
ishee ganamaa bareechuu bira taranii ilma mootii
aangoo dhaaluuf kaadhimame (Prince) na taasisaniiru.
Ilaalchaafi xiinsammuu fayyaalessa ta'een akkan
guddadhuuf kunuunsiifi eegumsi addaa, akkasumas
deggersi xiinsammuufi jireenya afuuraawaa naaf
taasifamu ajaa’ibuma ture. Dhugaa dubbachuuf ajaa’iba
gofa miti, hammaa ba’aadha jechuuf nan dandaa.
Inumaayyuu, hordoffiifi to'annoon tokkoon tokkoon
tarkaanfii jireenyakoorratti taasifamu haga miirri
gabroomuu yookii hidhamaa ta'uu natti dhaga’amuttillee
na dhiphisa tureera. Maatiinkoo yoomessa jireenyakoo
to'achuudhaa hanga eenyu waliin akkan hiriyoomu
murteessuutti bakkakoo buanii juraatu turani. Tokkoon
tokkoon bogonnaa jireenyakoos gara garoo isaanii jala
jira. Kan jireenya alaa hafee sochii ribuufi maashaakoo,
irraa jalli dhukawwan qaamakoollee ni hordofu. Angii
jiruukoo akka beekanitti amanu, dubbatanii ittiin
dhaadatu.

Garuu, ilma isaanii gulantaa olaanaadhaaf kaadhimame
“beekna!” jedhanii hagamillee yaadanis, miira addaa
inni dhiiraaf (Zamaachiif) qabu, iccitii eenyummaa
duuba tiruusaa boraafate  beekuuf ayyaantummaa
ga’aa hin gabani. Dhugaasaa dubbachuuf kan maatiikoo
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hafee anumtuu, malummaa miira kanaa hubachuuf
yeroo kanatti hin carroomne. Zamaach!, Ilma aangawaa
waraanaa dhiirummaa jilba abbaasaa keessaa dhaale,
dheekkamaafi ‘gulbee’ mana barnootaa keenyaa,
arangamaa jiruunsaa dubbii dubbii jedhuufi duudaa
beddee sanyiin barnootaa galbiisaatti hin ejjine.

Guyyaa addunyaan barnootaa walitti nu fiddee
Zamaachiin arge ture; miirri ajaa’ibsiisaan  tokko
kan natti dhaga’ame. Aduu jalgabaa sana ture Ijaafi
galbiinkoo isarratti kan haphee ta’an. Guyyaa kanarraa
eegalee Zamaachiin ilaalee quufuun dadhaba.
Har’a biraa galee hagan bor deebi’ee isa argutti turtii
waggootaa natti fakkaata. Cinakoo otuunni jiruun isa
yaada. Miiran isaaf qabu dachaa kan taasise ammoo,
Zamaachitti firoomuun bineensa daggalaa madagsuu
caalaa cimuu isaati. Zamaachiif jireenyi barnoota booda
“eenyu waliin ‘tiriidiyoo’ baee gulbummmaa madaalu”
kan jedhudha malee hiriyummaa miti. “Tiriidiyoon”
sagantaa tumiisaa mana barnootaa keenyaati. Sababa
kanaan Zamaachitti hiriyoomuun cimus, akka
carraa taee garuu, ani barnoota dandauufi inni
barnootaaf ormoomuun jiruu aanjessee, hoji manee
hojjechuudhaa haga qormaata hachisiisuutti mattaa
kaffaleen firoomfadhe. Kutaa tookkoo hanga shaniittis
ani miira naaf hin galleefi maagneetii harkisa dachee
tuffachiisuun isatti maxxanee, innimmoo hiriyummaa
‘gulbummaa’ fakkaatuufi barnootaan natti hirkatee
waggoota Shan dabarsine.

Kutaa ja’affaatti garuu abbaansaa hojiidhaan waan
narraa adda bae. Dubbii keenyarratti Zamaachiin
cina kootii dhabuun dhaba ijoollummaakoo isa
jalgabaafi hangafaa ture. Barataa haaraa cinakoo
taa’eetti madaquunillee guddaa na dhiphisee ture.
Mohaammad barataa haaraa bakka Zamaachiin
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taa’edha. Abbaa Oromoofi haadha lammii Armeeniyaa
irraa dhalate. Diimaa addisaa haga gaaraa ga'u, funyaan
isaa fungaa'uu bira taree ijootnisaa walitti fulla’uuf
foon xiqqoon dange, hidhii fufurdaa diiminni isaanii
ajab nama jechisiisu... Mohaammad! Mana barnootaa
madaquuf hedduu mataa jabaadhus, faallaa Zamaachiin
amala gaarii gabaachuufi barnoota dandauun isaa
booji'ee walitti nu firoomse. Waliin gayyabachuufi
gaaffii walgaafachuudhaan firoomni eegales, libsuutti
guddatee hiriyummaa mana barnootaa alaatti ce’e.
Kana gofa miti natti firoomuu isaatiin qabxiin barnoota
Maammee fooyya'uun maatiisaa waan gammachiiseef,
hiriyummaan keenya maatii keenya biratti fudhatama
argate. Maammeenis hiriyaakoo amanamaa haga
mana walii buluutti beekamtii argate isa jalgabaa
ta'e. Onneenkoo ishee duultuunis miira Zamaachiin
Hiriyummaa miira dhokataadhaan dabaalamte, galaana
dhumnisaa hin beekamne seeneen daake.

Jiootni ajaa’ibsiisoon sagal darbanii barnootni kutaa
ja’affaa yeroo xumuramu Aniifi Maammeen akka
atileetota Boqqojjii 1ffaafi 2ffaadhaan fiigichicha
goolabnee gara kutaa torbaffaatti ceene. Akka tasaa
garaa waliin ture. Kan jalgabaa gaa’illi maatiikoo tasa
hiikkaadhaan adda cituu isaatiin wal qgabatee haalli
jireenyaa ani bare ga’aa tokko tokko agarsiisuu eegalee
ture. Kunimmoo abdiifi iji haadhakoo anarra akka
bu'u dirgisiisuurratti, imaanaan bakka guddaa gaee
jireenya ge’ee keenya jijjiiruu margaafi soogiddaan
umuriidhaan wal gabatanii dhufan da’atee miirri ani
Maammeedhaaf gqabu gara jaalalaatti ol guddatee ba’aa
eelchaa caalaa ulfaateera... Sanas ta'e kana garuu,
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akka zinnaaraa mudhiitti hidhadhee, jaalala Maammee
onnee ichimee ribuufi maashaa na qirgidu duuba
tiruukootti kudhaammadheen barnoota kutaa torbaffaa
eegale...

Kutaa 2ffaa:- Dhayicha dheessuuf

Waaree keessaa naannoo sa’a kudhanii ture. Dhiirotaafi
shamarran umuriidhaan wal gitnuufi lakkoofsaan
digdama taanu waliin kutaa xiqqoo tokko keessatti wal
geenyeerra. Kutaan kun mooraa mana sagadaa keessatti
kan argamtu yeroo taatu, sababni wal ga’a keenyaa
ammoo, “sagantaa qorannoo macaafa qulqulluu”
ganama umuriikoo irraa kaasee hordofu ture. Guyyaa
kana garuu, akkuma miiltoowwankoo sagantaa
gorannoo macaafa qulqulluu irratti hirmaachuuf bakka
kanatti argamuukoo malee guyyaan kun guyyaa kallattii

ture.

Barsiisaan keenya guyyaa kanaa ‘naxalaa’ qaxxaamura
marxifate kutaaxiqqoo sanayeroo seenu kabajaan nagaa
gaafanne. Hoggansa isaatiinis kadhatni gabaabaan erga
geggeeffamee booda, kutaa macaafa qulqulluu guyyaa
kana barannu nutti himee hunduu wangeela harka
keenya jiru adda saaqgne... Seera leewwotaa bogonnaa
18 lakkoofsa 22 “Ati akka nama dubartii waliin
ciisuutti dhiira waliin hin ciisin...” Seera uumamamaa
bogonnaa 13 lakkoofsa 12 gubachuu saboota sodoomiifi
gomooraa dubbata! qubeewwan toora nam’anii jiran
arguu hangan dadhabutti qaroonkoo laaffatte. Hiriira
qubeewwanii dhuma hinqabne hordofee keewwataa
keewwatatti ce'uun sodaadhe. Libsuu ijaatti miirri
cabbaa'uu rifeensa mataakootii hanga koomeekootti na
weerare. Jilbootnikoo ni roqomani. Jechoota ciigaasisoo
barsiisaan keenya fayyadamuun da’ateemmoo, “Muka
abaarsaa bokkaa ibiddaa roobsu ta'uukoo” galbiinkoo
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irra deddeebi'ee natti caraane. Obomboleettii hamaan
tokko tasa ka'ee dungoo jireenyaa diinga onneekootii
iftu yeroo dhaamsu birzaazaan natti mulate. Ofittan
xinnaadhe. Ofittan qaanae, Nan sodaadhe... Kana
caalaa kutaa dhiphoo sana keessa turuus ta’e, miirakoo
to’achuu hin dandeenye. Utaaleen ba’e. Kutaa sana mitii
mooraa mana sagadaa gadi dhiisee hagan ba'utti boquu
cabseen fiige. Hagan ija uumaas tae, ija namaa qaanaee
fiige Addaam guyyaa ija mukaa dhorkamte sana nyaate
gaaniidhaan fiigeera jedhee hin tilmaamu... Mana ga'ee
miira “Tarii natu dogoggoreetu ta'innaa?” Jedhuun
kutaa wangeelaa sana irra deddeebi’een dubbise. Garuu
sanuma...

Leencoon ni due!. Qaroon gadameessa haadhasaa
keessatti barnoota fixee dhalate, Amala qabeessi maatiin
ittiin boonuufi ollaan “otuu Koo taee” jedhee ilmaansaa
ittiin hinaafsisu, saayintistichi borii... Ija mukaa
summooftuu nyaatee dua du’a caalu du’a ijaajjii du'e.
Guyyaa kana booda waa’een barnootaa ni qadaadame,
imaanaan haadhakoo galmaan ga'uun duumessa
yaaddootiin injifatame. “Yaa Waaqayyo, ganama yeroon
irribaa dammaqu miira seexanaa kana na keessaa
buqgisii “dhiira” na taasisi. Yoo tauu baatemmoo
nan dammagsin...” Kadhaafi watwaannaakoo galgala
hundumaa tae. Faallaa kadhaakoo garuu miirri ani
dhiiraaf qabu kan kaleessaarra dabalaa adeemuurratti,
Waaqnis kadhaakootti gurrasaa gaangiffa cufate.

Marsaa duumessi dorrobee gunguumu “bishaanimoo
ibidda rooba laata?” jedhee cinqamuu, yoo kakawwise
hagan fincaankoo toachuu dadhabutti birzaazuun
jiruukoo dhuunfate. = Haatikoo = bowwoo mataa
kulkulfattee yoo ciiste sababa kooti. Diigamuun gaa’ila
maatiikoo sababa kooti... Kuta dubbii, taateef gadhee
hundi sababa koo akka ta’ettin yaaduu eegale. Maatiikoo
bira taree hanga firaafi ollaan ajaa’ibamutti juruunkoo
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kaa’anii hidhii xuuxanitti barnootattis nan ormoome.
Maammees ijaan arguufuu qalbiitu na suukae.
Kanarratti ammoo, waraana hamaa na mudate kan
naaf hin hubanne maatiinkoos miira injifatamuutiin
guutamanii natti ga’isani. Keessumaa haatikoo
imimmaaniin simattee imimmaaniin na geggeessuu
hojii taasiffatte. Kuta dubbii, namnis Waaqnis bakkee
onaarratti na dhiisani.

Falabiraayeroon dhabutti, du'a Waaqa kadhadhee dhabe
ofiikootii raawwachuun murteesse. Garuu, guyyootan
lakkaa’ee hin fixne wadaroo fudhadhee daggala
seenuufi marroo kumaatama summii haammadhee
buluu malee murtookoo galmaan ga'uun tasa natti
ta'e. Har’a jireenyakoo keessatti amala karoorsanii
raawwachuu dadhabuu hamaan gaba. Amalli kun kan
natti dhufe garuu akkasumaan otuu hin taanee, haga
fedhi of ajjeesuu suusii natti ta’utti yeroo miiliyoonotaaf
murteessee raawwachuu dadhabuukoo irraati.

Otuun galaana gidiraa daakuu, waqtiiwwan
ijoollummaa jiraachuukoollee hin yaadanne darbanii
dargaggummaan dhufe. Dargaggummaafi jaalalli
ammoo hidhata cimaa gabu mitiiree? Maarree
hiriyootni umuriidhaan wal gitnu hundi fakkii onnee
kaasanii xiyyaan waraananiifi jechoota jaalalaatiin
ichimanii garree onneen isaanii hawwiteef erguutti
ko'oommatani. Kan milkaa'eef qarree jaalalaan kuffise
haammatee laphee dhiibee adeemuu eegale. Yeroo kana
hinaaffaadhaan ofitti xinnaachuurratti “inni dubartiitti
hin haasa’'u; Luuxiidha..” Sagaleen jedhu gilleensa
keessaa gurratti na asaasuu eegale. Otuu namni naan
hin jedhin qalbiinkoo jedhee sodaafi qaaniidhaan na
hiraarse. “Maal naaf wayya?” Jedheen ofitti gunguume.
Yeroo fudhadhee itti yaadeen mala makadhe!. “Dhiira
waliin ooluu, waan dhiirri godhu gochuufi maal jedhanii
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laphee shamarree akka injifatan barachuu”.

Hiriyaan baafadhe. Hiriyummaa cimsuufi ulaagaa
dhiirummaa guutuuf Jimaa gama'uus nan eegale.
Jumaan ammoo Tamboofi Cabsii gabatee dhufe... Yeroo
gabaabaa keessatti wanta dhiirri godhu hundumaan
raawwadhe. Inumaayyuu siqgeen walakkaatti of arge.
Ta’us, miirri dhiirri tokko shamarreedhaaf gabu maal
akka fakkaatu baruun tasuma natti ta’e. Sanas ta’e kana
garuu, dhimmichi dhimma jiraachuufi dhiisuu, didhaa
dhiirummaa waan ta'eef, jechootan hiriyaa irraa qarae
arrabatti dibadhee, afuura mirqaanaafi qabi qgabii
cabsiitiin deggeramee shamarree jalgabaa waliin wal
quunnamtii saalaa raawwadhe. Dhugaa hin amanamne
ture!. Nan gammade; Oftuulummaadhaan laphee
dhiibeen qonnoore; Jinnii Waaqni dadhabe jumaafi
arageedhaan waan injifatame se’een gamnachuudhaan
finfine.

Garuummoo, addunyaa dhiirummaa  keessatti
gulantaan dhiira ta'uu kan madaalamu dubartii
waliin ciisuu gofaan hin turre. Hubatanii yoo ilaalan
keessiyyuu keessa gaba akka jedhamu, dhiirummaan
kan madaalamu lakkoofsa dubartii waliin ciisanii, haga
garshii giphiitti baataniifi kan kana fakkaataniin ture.
Kana yeroo hubattu onneenkoo ishee duultuun ammas
shiftaa baate. Goota suusii, qadaaddoo dubartii, saltuu
dhiiraa... jedhamee waamamuun hawwe. Hawwuu qofa
miti; gara laafina tokko malee sabbata haadhakoorraa
shilingii harcaatuu butuudhaa hanga meeshaa
manaa baasee gurguruuttin gae. Nan gama’e, Nan
dhuge, dubartii ija naa laafte hundumaa waliinis nan
gangaladhe. Shamarree “Nan ulfaae maal naaf wayya?”
Jettee imimmaaniin na gafattutti qasaee kolfeen
dhiirummaakoo biyya dhageessifadhe. Baala “Ganja”
waliin gabameen mana hidhaa seene. Imimmaaniifi
watwaannaa haadhakootiin hiikamus anaaf “Rikkoordii
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Araadummaa” ture...

“PA! Leencoon qadaada dubartiiti, saltuu dhiiraati,
arrabnisaa onnee shamarranii bagsa...

“Maal kana qofa!? Biraa garuuraa digdamni isa hin
macheessu, Gaanjaa akka bishaaniitti dhuga...”

Jedhamee naaf odeeffame. Gonfoo abjuu mataatti
diradheen barcuma dhiirummaa isa ol aanaarra
of kaae. Olaantummaa sobaafi gaara gowwummaa
kanarratti of eeguufis, handaara albaadhessummaafi
daangaa sagaagilaa keessan marmaare...

Maarree, hanga boola sodoomummaa na ligimsuuf
boodakoo fiigurraa na eegetti, imimmaan haadhakoo
copha biiraa tokkoo naa madaalamoo? Booyichi
shamarran ba’aa cubbuukoo baachiseewoo?
Sodoomummaakoo bokkaa ibiddaa roobsuu dandauun
maddiitti yoo ilaalame muuziqaa gurra gabbaneessu
mitii?

Egaa, galaana dhuma hin gabne kana keessa dhidhimee,
cubbuuwwan har’a yaadachuufillee galbiin na suuka'u
ofiikoo, maatiikoofi obboleettiiwwankoo olademtota
hedduurratti raawwadhe. =~ Walakkaan  umurii
dargaggummaakoos booruu barayyuu hin calalleen
boora’ee dhidhime.

Kutaa 3ffaa:- Mararaafi Walisoo

Waggoota gowwummaa sana keessatti kanan abdii
irraa kutadheefi ormeesse addunyaan barnootaa
garaa natti hin jabaanne turte. Addunyaa abjuu keessa
taaee, digiriikoo jalgabaa qabxii fooyya'aadhaan
xumureen hojii mootummaatti bobbae. Yeroo kana
murtoo guddaa jireenyakoorratti fudhadhe keessaa
inni hangafaa walitti dhufeenya dubartii waliinii
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laaffisuu ture. Faallaa kanaammoo haadhakoo hedduu
kaffalchiise kiisuurratti xiyyeeffadheera. Sababoota
kanaan qalbiinkoo xiqqoo boqotus, miirri dhokataan
sun garuu “Haga yoomiitti?” Jedhee na tuttuquu hin
dhiisne. Otuun kanaan jiruu, waggoota gowwummaa
imala maramaadhaan dabaalaman kudha lama booda
bilbila tokkoon da’attee, aduu haaraan tokko jireenya
koorratti bariite.

Maaltu ta’a seete!? Ganama tokko waajjirakoo akkan
seeneen kompiitara desktop fuulakoo jiru baneen sarara
quunnamtii “Google” jedhu saage. Xiqqoo eegan yaadee
booda, yeroo jalgabaatiif jecha “GAY” jedhu barreesseen
cugaase. Libsuu xiqqoo booda, filannoowwan hedduun
foddaa kompiitara koo guutani. Isaan keessaa “GAY
dating sites...” Kan jedhu qalbiikoo gabnaanan irratti
cugaase. Suuraa namoota gara garaa, adii, gurraacha...
toora nam’anii dhufani. Tokkoo tokkotti ce’een ilaaluu
itti fuf. Dagiigaawwan muraasa booda suuraa faranjii
fuula toleessa tokkoo argeen dhaabbadhe. Suuraa
kana jalatti yaadota hedduutu kennamee ture. Yaadota
kana keessatti waanan arge tokko garuu amanuu hin
dandeenye. “091135...” Lakkoofsa bilbilaa koodii biyya
kanaati. Naasuudhaanan irratti cugaase.

“I like your face” jedha yaadni jalgabaa, kan abbaa
lakkoofsichaa ta’uu isaati.

Itti fufeen guduunfaa “reply” jedhu cuqaase.

“Ohh thank you. From where are you..?” Deebii abbaa
suurichaa ture.

“I'm from Ethiopia...” itti fufe...
“Ooh really? I have a plan to visit Ethiopia soon...”

091 356
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Nan nae!. Namni biraan miiraan ana fakkaatu biyya
kana keessa jiraachuusaa amanuuf tasuma hin abballe.
Saffisa ajaa’ibsiisaadhaan lakkoofsicha bilbilakootti
garagalcheen gurratti cuqqaalladhe. Ni waame.
Naasuudhaan cufeetan bilbilakoo fururse. Bilbill ikoo
finjaalarra bu'uufi sagalee waamichaa dhageessisuun
tokko tae. Butee yeroon ilaalu lakkoofsan amma
bilbiledha. Nan cufe... Nibilbilame... Nan cufe...
Bilbilaan sarara gamaatiin jiru isa salphaatti na
gadhiisu hin turre. Bilbillikoo “switch off” tolcheen
fiigichaan waajjiraa ba'e. Waajjiraa akkan baeen Jimaa
gaanfura bitadhee diinqa tokko seenus, qalbiikoo
tasgabbeessuu hin dandeenye. Takka Gammachuu,
takkammoo gaabbiifi shakkii gidduu ungulaalameen
dibbee seexanaa ta’e.

Yeroon hagasaa hin yaadanneef otuun qaratti
waargamuu, isaaf haa toluu afuurri mirqaanaa dhufee
na tasgabbeesse. Miira kanaan jajjabaadheen bilbilakoo
saage. Qubakoo otuun irraa hin kaasin bilbilli
ammas caraanuu eegalte!. Akkuma duraa irratti cufe.
Deddeebisee irratti cufus, obsa hagamiitiin akka ta'e
hin beekuu, namichi garasiin jiru deddeebisee bilbiluu
dhiisuu dide. “Maali kun maraatuudhamoo, maraatee
fayyemoo maraachuufi?!” Jedheen ofitti gunguume.
Maal gochuu akkan gabu otuun buusee baasuu,
mirqaanaadhaaf haa toluu yaada ajaa’ibsiisaa tokkoon
na qaqqgabe. Ergaa gabaabaa “Miira wal fakkaataa waan
gabnu natti fakkaata” jedhu barreesseen ergeefi. Libsuu
keessatti deebii naaf deebise. Kana booda, sagaleedhaan
haasa’'uu akkan sodaadheefi ergaa gabaabaa qofaan
akka haasofnu walii galcheen haasaa eegalle.

Ergawwan muraasa booda ammoo, dabareesaa bilbilaan
akka haasofnu na amansiise. Waliin gale!. Bilbila seena
gabeessa kana haasauuf garuu, mirqaanaa qofti gaaa
waan hin taaneef ‘Grocery’ dhiyoo jirtu tokko seenuun
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dirqama ture. Tokko lama jedhee miirri eega na fiilee
booda qaruuraa biiraa jala dhokadheen bilbila cuqaase!.

“Heloo...” Jedhe sagalee gabanaa’aan tokko gamasii...

Sagaleen kun sagalee qofa hin turre. Sagalee eebbifamaa
ribuufi maashaa kootti tasgabbii naqeefi aduu haaraa
jireenyakoo irratti bariisise ture. “My guardian angel...”
sagaleen jettu keessakootii bilbilte. Nagaa gabaabaa
booda, gaaffilee yeroo sanatti naaf hin galle hedduu na
gaafate. Deebiikoo keessaakanisahinkofalchiisne garuu
hin yaadadhu...itti fufne. Haga keessikoo waan duwwaa
ta'e natti fakkaatuttan itti urgufadhe. Haasaafi maree
dagiiqaa torbaatamaa booda “Guardian angel” akkas
naan jedhe. “Amma bar’uu gaariirratti kufteetta. Bilbila
kana akka cufteen Facebook odeeffannoo kee dhugaa
hin gabne tokko bani. Magaankoo “abalu” jedhama.
Eega bantee booda sakatta’ii na hiriyoomfadhu. Itti
aansuun kuusaa hiriyootakoo seeniitii namoota “Victor
Geta, Happy Addis, Robel, Tegbabi Wetat, Boche
Doche Bino, Nathy Nati, Selemo Fikre, Kamal Fitsum...
Jedhaman hiriyoomfadhu...” bilbila cufe.

“Lencho Shagar” ni dhalate!. Namoota inni jedheenis
nan hiriyoome. Dhugaa dubbachuuf namootni magaan
isaanii gararraatti caqase hiriyoota marsaa hawaasaa
irratti bare qofa otoo hin taanee ergamoota jireenyakoo
kufe naaf kaasan taani. Bara gowwummaakoo sana
yaadee hagan kolfutti qofummaa na dagachiisani,
na gorsani, na barsiisani. Oolmaasaanii gita hin
gabne sana yoo giteef maqaa barruu kanaatiin isaan
galateeffadheera. Daandiin eenyummaa akkasiin
eegaltedha egaa ji'oota booda Mararaa waliin kan
walitti nu fidde. Aniifi Mararaan Facebook irraa gara
ceenee jiootaaf odeessine, iccitii eenyummaa keenya
tokko lamaan waliif qoodne. Nan jaalladhe. Na jaallate.
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Jaalala fageenyaa kan sinsinniinshee irriba nama hin
raffisne sanaan ijaajjiitti gubanne!

nama guutuu na taasise. Toora jireenyaa waggootaaf
irraa magetti deebi’een imala eegale...

Caamsaa 21 bara 2007 A.L.I magaalaa Walisoo diinga
Hoteela tokkoo keessa Mararaa waliin teenyee jirra.
Sodaan, shakkiifi miirri wal makaan nu marseera.
Onneenkoo afaaniin na ba'uuf kokkeetti na rakkattee
jirti. Libsuu dhiphisaa kanatti Mararaan hidhiiwwansaa
fufurdoo akka ibiddaa guban hidhiiwwankoo
sodaadhaan kirkiraa jiranitti qadaade. Hidhii dhiiraa!.

Ijootakoon junuunfadheen keessakoo dhaggeeffadhe.
Xaxaan sodaafi yaaddoo waggoota kudha lamaa akka
gaccee xaxxaaxaee yeroo ciccitun dhaga’e. Gaarri
sodaa narratti jiguuf kirkiru humna jaalalaatiin yeroo
unkutaa'u ijakootiinan ilaale. Duumessi bokkaa
ibiddaa dorrobe sunis bubbeefi obomboleettii
tasaatiin bittinnaa’ee aduu haaraan jireenyakoorratti
ife. Qilleensa nagaafi sagalee faaruu haaraadhaan
dabaalameen harkakoo bal’ise. Ofitti amanammummaa
guutuudhaan Mararaa haammadheen galaana jaalalaa
keessa dhidhime.

Kutaa 4ffaa:- Eenyummaan abjuu ta’uu baatus, ani abjuu
nama hin dhorku.

Jaarraan amma irra jirru kun jaarraa qaroominni
addunyaa fiixee gaedha. Keessumaa qgaroominni
quunnamtii sadarkaa ajaa’ibsiisaarra ga'uu bira darbee
namoota fiixee addunyaa tokkorra jiran fakkaattota
isaanii fiixee biraa irra jiran waliin wal agarsiiseera.
Gara Kkeenyatti yeroon deebi'u nuti, jechuunis
jaallattootni saala wal fakkaataa carraa kanarraa
guddaa buufanneerra jechuuf ni danda’ama. Akka biyya
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keenyaattis, keessumaa waggoota kurnan darbanii as
carraafifaaydaagitamaleessanuufkenneera.Qaroomina
kana da’annee fageenya kiloomeeriroota hedduurratti
wal barreerra, hiriyoomneerra, iccitii haadhaafi
haadhoo keenyatti hin himnellee waliif qoodneerra,
gaamaan wal agarree wal gammachiisneerra.

Garuu, carraa walitti nu fideefi gara tokkotti nu
sassaabe kana karaa guutuu taeen fayyadamnee
jireenya fayyaalessa ittiin ijaarreerraa? gaaffiin jedhu
murteessaadha. Keessumaa hiriyootni giddu galeessa
biyyaa irraa fagaannee jirru carraa kanaan hiriyummaa
ijaarreerraa? Miiramudhiidhaa gadii qofaaffayyadamuu
bira tarree akka kutaa hawaasa tokkootti of ijaaruuf,
wal deggeruuf, wal barsiisuufi jajjabeessuurratti hagam
hojjenne? Deebiinsaa salphaadha. Homaallee hin
hojjenne. Inumaayyuu haga nuti irraa fayyadamne
caalaa haga nuti ittiin miidhamneefi miinetu caala yoon
jedhe arbeessuu natti hin ta’u. Sababni isaa maaynni?
Muuxannoo jireenya kootiin wal qabsiiseen waan
muraasa sitti hima.

1ffaa. Ilaalchi nuti eenyummaa keenyaaf qgabnu
dogoggoraa ta’uu. Hiriyaa tokkotu akkas naan jedhe.
“Jireenya abaaramaa kana jiraachuun siif hin malu;
anis haamileen ittiin gocha ciigaasisaa kana si waliin
raawwadhu hin qabu” Hiriyaa kana waliin marsaa
hawaasaarratti ture kan wal barre. Yeroo dheeraadhaaf
waliin dubbannee yaadota hedduurratti waliif gallus,
sababoota muraasa irraa kan ka’e haga guyyaa qaamaan
wal agarruutti eenyummaakoo hin beeksisnen ture.
Bakka beellama keenyaatti wal geenyee namni inni
jiootaaf waliin haasa’e ana ta'uusaa yeroo argutti garuu
naasuufi shakkii hamaa keessa seene. Eenyummaakoo
sarara addunyaa biraa irratti beekuufi kabaja anaaf
gaburraa kan madde ani dhuguma jireenya ‘cubbuu’
kana jiraachuukoo amanuullee hin dandeenye. Sababni
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ammoo, akka yaadasaatti namni jireenya kana jiraatu
(dhiirri dhiira jaallatu) nama cubbamaa, uumama
abaaramaa, biyyaafi saba isaatiif jiraachuu yookii
beekaa ta'uun hafee ofiifuu kallattii jireenyaasaa kan
hin beekne rakasa akka ta'ettidha.

Ilaalchi hiriyaa kanaa na mufachiisus mata duree
hedduu kaasee ilaalchasaa muggutus, “namni
akkakoo waan fedhe ta’us, ati garuu Qorannoo wayii
narratti geggeessitee kitaaba barreessuufi malee
tasumaa akkakoo miti..” Jedhee naan falme. Mala
naaf dhufe hundumaa fayyadameen eenyummaakoo
mirkaneesseefi. Sanas ta’e kana garuu, jecha gaddisiisaa
ani olitti kaase imimmaaniin naaf dhaamee narraa adda
ba’e. Obbole, saalawal fakkaataajaallachuun kutaawwan
jireenyakee keessa isa tokko qofadha. Ati nama! Nama
guutuu akkuma isa kaanii barachuu, hojjechuu,
sooromuu, amanuu, beekamuu, kabajamuu... nama
danda’'udha. Addunyaa keenyarra ogeessota fayyaa
ciccimoo, barreessitootaafi artistoota bebbeekamoo,
akkaasumas beektotaafi hoggantoota biyyaa jaallattoota
saala walfakkaataa ta’an kitilootatu jiraatee darbe: har’as
jiru; boris ni jiraatu. Fagoo otuu hin imalin kompiitara
kan uumellee dargaggeessa jaallataa saala wal fakkaataa
ta’edha bar.

Maaliif gulantaa jireenyaafi eenyummaa waliin
lolchiisnaree? Rakkoon kun bakka hundumaatti wal
fakkaataa ta'us, naannoo kutaa biyyaafi baadiyyaatti
ni hammaata. Obbolootni hedduun otuu fagoo ga'uuf
humna gabanii ilaalcha eenyummaa isaaniitiif gabaniin
takaalamanii karaa taa’aniiru. Walitti dhiyaachuu,
akka kutaa hawaasa tokkootti wal ijaaruurra, miiraan
adeemanii gufuutti diramaniiru. Garuu, otuu carraa
quunnamtii walitti nu fide kana roga fayyaalessaan
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2ffaa. Abjuu guyyaa tokko nama biraa ta’anii damnaquu
baannee jiraachuu keenya. Hiriyootan haga har’aatti
quunname keessaa dhibbeentaa guddaan tasa yookiin
mudannoo guyyaa tokkootiin gara jireenya kanaa
dhufuu isaanii naaf seenessu. Dhimma kana irratti
homaallee jechuu hin barbaadu. Kan na ajaa’ibu garuu,
gochi kun akka waan hangafa cubbuuwwanii abaarsaan
isaanitti dhufee, afuura sheexanaafi weerara warra
dhiyaa keessumaa Tluminaty’ ta’etti amanu. Kanarratti
ammoo, “guyyaa tokko humni ta’e wayii dhufee jireenya
kana keessaa nu baasa” jedhanii abdatu. Seenaa tokkon
sitti hima.

Hiriyaa eenyummaa isaatti aaru, jireenya kana
keessaa bauuf wirriiqgatu garuummoo dadhabee
abdii kutannaadhaan kulkulfatu tokkotu na mudate.
Haalli isaa guddaa waan na yaachiseef seenaakoo
fakkeenya taasisee gorsa obbolumaa kenneefii, karoora
du’aa baafate hagee jireenya isaa ijaaruurratti akka
xiyyeeffatus waadaa seensiseen adda baane. Yeroo
muraasa booda hiriyaa kana waliin Wal geenyee haalli
jireenya isaa maal akka fakkaatu gaafadhe. Yeroo
kana aariidhaan guutamee “Na dhiisi maaloo, jireenya
ciigaasisaa ani keessaa ba'uuf fiixee ga'etti jajjabeessee
kan na deebise si’i...” Jedhee natti ga’ise. Dubbiinsaa na
mufachiisus,

“Akkam?” Jedheen gaafadhe.

“Hiriyaa shamarree qabadhee jaalala eegaleen ture.
Garuu maal godha? Eegan si waliin dubbadhee booda
hiriyaakoo waliin wal agarree jaalala hojjechaa otuu
jirruu ergaa gabaabaan

“Magaalaakee dhufee Hoteela xxxx keessan Jira yoo
fedhakee ta’e kottu wal agarraa...” Jedhu bilbilakoorratti
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ergama.

Libsuun ergaa kana argetti jaalalleekoo sireerratti
gateen akka nama bofa argeetti utaalee ba'e. Jechoota
keetiin of jajjabeessaan gara hoteelaatti fiige” jedhee
naaf seenesse.

Kuni jireenya gaddisiisaa baayeen keenya keessa
jirrudha. Hedduun keenya nama biraa taanee jiraachuu
waan abjonnuuf ofirraa fagaanneerra. Namni ofirraa
fagaate ammoo akkuma koo daandii dogoggoraa irra
adeemee ofis biyyas miidha malee tasumaa adeemsa
hin tolu. Dhugaadha; dhiibbaa amantaan, Aadaafi
ilaalchi hawaasaa nurratti uumeen waa'ee eenyummaa
keenyaa amantaa dogoggoraa ijaarreerra. Kun
ammoo eenyummaa keenya amannee fudhachuurra
abjuu gowwummaatiin gaara hin baamnetti akka
mixixxoofnu nu taasiseera. Hiriyummaa gaariifi
jireenya madaalawaa jiraachuurraa fageessee, abdii
kutannaadhaan galaana sagaagilaa akka daaknu nu
taasiseera. Akka kutaa hawaasaa tokkootti of ijaarree,
gaarummaafi nama guutuu ta'uu keenya addunyaatti
beeksisuu mannaa, eenyummaa keenya mudhiidhaa
gaditti xiqgeessinee sagaagila qofaaf wal barbaadna. Wal
miina. “Mee Seenaa jireenya keetii himi” yoo jedhamne
seenaa sagaagilaafi wal miidhuu keenyaa darbee seenaa
jaalalaafi hiriyummaa yookiin fayyaalessummaa jiruu
kan himatu nu gidduu jiraa? Abjuun keenya guddaan
ganama tokko nama biraa taanee irribaa damnaquudha
moo eenyummaa keenya simannee obbolaa keenya
waliin tokkoomnee jiraachuudha? Addunyaa keenya
sagaagila gamasitti guddisnee walitti dhiyaachuu,
mariachuu, wal jajjabeessuu, wal gorsuufi walirraa
barachuu hin gabnuu haadhooko?

Egaa, yaa nama barruu kana dubbisaa jirtuu,
eenyummaan xurii miti dhiqattee keessaa hin baatu.
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Abjuus miti irribaa dammaqxee kan biraa hin jiraattu.
Kanaafuu eenyummakee simadhuu jireenyakeetti
hiika tolchi. Anarraa baradhu. Galatni uumaakoof
haa ta'u! Ani guyyaan eenyummaakoo simadherraa
eegalee jireenyakoo kaleessa miidhe sana kiisuuf
hedduu ifaajeera. Har’a ani ofirra darbee gabeenya
sabaa isa guddaas ta’eera. Ofitti araaramuun uumaakoo,
maatiikoo akkasumas addunyaa waliin na araarsee,
har’a Nagaan gaba. Kaayyoo kudhaammadhee, galma
alaameen gaxxisaa jira. Eenyummaankoos kanuma
kooti. Siinis maaltu si daangessaree?
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Queer Matrimony
Woini
They/Them

On Saint Valentine’s Day this year, we decided to get
married. Our circle of queer friends had planned to
gather together for the birthday of one of our own,
and in a moment of inspiration and spontaneity, we
decided to transform the festivities into a mock wedding
ceremony. Soon we had amassed over 20 people who
embraced the idea and joined in. We scouted the space
where we would be meeting and set up our altar a day
before, and designated an officiator. On the day of the
wedding, each of us showed up dressed for the occasion,
decked out in orchestrated outfits and jewelry. Despite
how spontaneous the plan was, we all came prepared.
Flowers, rings, and lists of people we wanted to marry
were ready in our hands and pockets. While the initial
plan was for us all to marry one another, we refrained
given that this was taking place in a public park.

Our wedding officiant commenced the ceremony by
reciting 1 Corinthians 13 to us as we all stood before
the altar, holding one another. They were forceful with
the words as they read them, shouting, “Love bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures
all things. Love never ends.” in a way that felt like
defiance. Afterward, each of us took turns going up to the
altar to put rings on the fingers of the birthday person.
Even though we made it clear to anyone that might see,
this was more of a birthday celebration than a wedding,
our people are not known to approach something they
don’t understand without hostility. We were eventually
less than politely asked to leave. Our plans were cut
significantly short, nevertheless, we were committed
to making the day count. We continued the gathering
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elsewhere and hung out for the rest of the day.

Being born into a space where love and acceptance are
conditional and the choice of being able to exist as your
most authentic self comes at the cost of being ostracized
from society and rejected by your family forces you to
look at life through a starkly different lens. Growing up
queer, whether you are out or not, aware or not, means
having to look for any crevice that you can fit into just
enough to breathe. On February 14, we chose to give
ourselves enough room to not only breathe but to live,
thrive, and love in a way that we had been deprived of
in our youth. Despite it only taking place for a day, it left
a mark on us and the inner child we all carry within us.

For many of us, the idea of having a wedding or getting
married feels unattainable. As if it were a privilege
reserved only for those who fit into the narrow mold
of what society deems as “normal” - particularly, cishet
individuals. Even for those who do fit into this category,
the prospect of marriage can still be overwhelming,
if not terrifying. The weight of societal expectations
and traditional gender roles can create immense
pressure on couples, who may feel as though they
must conform to certain norms and expectations in
order to have a “successful” marriage. This can be
particularly challenging for queer couples, who face
additional barriers and discrimination when it comes
to legal recognition and cultural acceptance of their
relationships.

Despite these challenges, the desire for love and
companionship remains universal. We all deserve to
find people who make us feel seen, heard, and valued,
regardless of our baggage. And in a way, wewanted to
share this moment with people who allowed us to feel
seen the most. Our pseudo-wedding, however false it
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might have been, created an opportunity for all of us to
feel the love and devotion we all have for one another.

Taking and transforming such a patriarchal, cisgender,
heteronormativeinstitution into a subversive expression
of queerness was a proclamation that we cannot be
contained, categorized, or bordered. We affirm that our
love is endless, that it can thrive even in the spaces that
intend to break and suffocate us. In the relationships we
form with one another, we are welcome as individuals
and enough as queer bodies. On a day that represents
love, we became it and continued to carry it into all the
places that we've entered since. When we are together,
we don'’t have to make ourselves less because we know
that we are loved by more. We are so large that we are
loved regardless, despite, and in spite of. Our love is
outlawed, but it bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, and endures all things. Our love never
ends.
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DUALITY

Zaytun
She/Her They/Them That/Girl

Upon my first trip to Addis, I intentionally sought out
queer community. A simply curious person who was
new to this city, there was no way for me to navigate
getting in contact with a community that was hiding in
plain sight... so I called upon my queer ancestors, wrote
down all of the qualities of the people I was interested
in meeting, and let the energy of this chaotic city do the
conjuring.
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The domino effect began, I met one person who
introduced me to another person, then another and
another until I was at my first queer house party with
my new found friends. The front porch was lined with
patio chairs, some being occupied by boys giving each
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other lap dances, one in which you would later find
me discreetly stroking someone’s pussy. Dabo kolo
was intentionally placed in small bowls around the
house, pizza and drinks were in the kitchen where a
spotify playlist was competing with a youtube playlist,
and beyonce was competing with afro beats.. Imagine,
here I was a few weeks into my introduction to Ethiopia
and I was in an exclusive space with the exact people I
was told didn't exist. This old villa bet had been turned
into our safe haven, even if only for a few short, horny
hours... It was my dream come true.

“Who taught you to fear me? Was it the same person who
taught you to fear God?” I wrote in a notebook recently.

The homo erotic essence of this city is so confusing,
tormenting at times even. The men you see sharing
openly intimate moments in the streets, holding
pinkies, laying in each other’s laps like long lost
lovers from romance novels. Witnessing them share
this degree of open, loving touch, it’s hard to imagine
they aren’t openly gay themselves, until you catch the
jealousy that slicks their tongues before they dare to
call a more outwardly feminine, male bodied stranger
“booshti”, or label the girl who doesn't fit this society’s
ideas of femininity a lesbian. The way blood rushes to
their genitalia as they incite violence on their kin. The
self-hatred. The repression. The constant agitation of
stradling the territories of both hyper visibility and
invisibility in a country like Ethiopia that doesn’t care
if you're alive or dead, just that you played by the rules.

As a parent, my fears and hopes now extend beyond
my physical body to an innocent soul. Sometimes I
watch over my sleeping child, a sweet angel, who most
people assume is of the opposite “gender”; I can’t help
but think of how to strategize for his future. Growing
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up in Ethiopia, categorized “boy”, raised in a non-
traditional household, steeped in alternative cultures
& communities. I wonder in which ways he will be
able to engage in an openly intolerant society without
internalizing bits of it. I wonder if shame will overcome
him as it had me, the stress of conformity, the soreness
of always standing out.

I find myself calling upon his angels and ancestors, as
I had once done for myself; that they cover him and
provide him with the mental fortitude, awareness, and
an unwavering commitment to be himself in all ways,
always.

Haadhaa fi lafatu nama danda’a
Mother and ground hold everybody

As I send these prayers up, not only for my child, but for
our society as a whole, I envision a people at peace with
themselves. Peace for every person who has never felt
permitted to express themselves in the ways that they
crave; to explore and be themselves, free from shame.
Freedom to love themselves, and whoever they desire,
consensually, without fear.

59



EHT T9AMIPRL+ MIAM A5 &0 AASIRET AATLTCh (NS
PROIPC M AL NAUT &V 1& SA&T:

AN N0

Nikol Vibe (Starz)
I AVA

%A 9P @ NATTE 10 AIRITIFOP LIMC A%
h4.C 4T P AhTT: OTH @CRY @Y T¢6% T 0PP
TEOTT ALN1GA: NHEP KAE A1d LTANTET NOLY
A FE1 IC TPUCT T AT NAE AEAS (A1 @INC
WCT &4 TNFT TRENGA

NA4C @-aRP Ut 0FPUCT 0bF Adet AH ALEF (L5419P
F 2COT 1% AR 10C: NOYATFY 114D §9C NALY YT
RAE PR RS AZE 101G SPIDAAD: (L TANFFY ATTS D¢
APF AF AOAIMAA &40 TLLAPE PALTT PCOT 1NN
N@YATEY 9% £ 29204 P19 11C €1 hf@$IP:: R QU 11C
Uk R0k 10+ (k9P WIRHO<:

1€ 197271 RADM A X+ K &Y ALELIPCE A8l NP (LA
(LPHPH AQTEA: A% 171 PCOFFIP U1 N97YAF SAQ-
€2C NAAT AAT A2IA 10C 92LLM-:: TPAMC 9204 11C
0YATET RAP: A1LANPP A1OATNIP: AT T €C (LOHD-
(LN&@< PAC LA ALALD: ... K% JC 1@ R97.ADM @~
AP N @0, YL AATNCKRP: R 1&HT CASET RILAMC
ATé: AP 99PAL (AT 10C:

At ATMAAL #F TAUN A18&A% T2aUT HALE A% 10C:
AU AS PRILE 1% 299000 HIDER (0« AAGMY: 0L
RIMC A% UL 10+ 1MC A0 N9%T IH AM$ NADLLT
£ADI QUNCAN ANEP- 0L MEAA SPAA: N& ALAT: (0DM
A1£9% AAMO* 2AFANT (92T ©N99% 1NC: AGDEAES LH,

60



OAATOAAL £F 1T AU N TRCATLS™ 10C: ANk
@ AA UAT OPF €C AU ALMER QAU @AOR
ATEE RS 9P SUA K& A4S 2084 T10C 11U 10C:
NAD ALIPC &CLET AR MAATL AAPAU= “O78 AE
O ANLT 1@ 979 LCTHH? ARt 1@ 9%L ? ML AP
AAAU: AANPE AACAAR 1TEE AQOIPSTE SOG& A1,
@D A8 AAITLAM: AQIPC% AT AM:: ATTHE 1 NHY
T8 PP ALTT ANAP AOPT AAINSHIP: ODCE 99150t
hJ)MILG® AN

A&0%% N& (LA (FPUCHP 1l NHAD: QA 10C
AIRIPIFDGP (@ HADAR Adh ?54%: NN&h hE NAdT
ALEE IC TONANT LOAA GATH 97¢F S0 RPLLF O
LOAA GAPTF eTPEL &F (LU A% 171 Tl Urde @180
AL ANF 10 R0 AA bk TAAODTT hE AP (LYDLL (L9L1%
% AQI°C @AM TLAAAND OO 1@< AHU V& LH
OOAM AORL AT SA% Q9% P71 K1Y 146 AAUIARP
1NC:

NLHST A NA)MIZ BNAL+HET ATANR 10C ATEASE
°lH, ¢tdAag &3 AN 8L eTANTNAd: N 1HO:
RTASYRYT A%t NPM: AANFOAP 090D ftPéL OF
ROAA $AP NYLATO LHLT NTAR LATE MUY 10
21093 23°19% +@mANTT @&t 217 AP NHU Ah
LAtE R1LINCH NLH® AA1A%P 10C: 2@ EY AGEC
ALH®: niNce: ntaN et neanNt hateln:
NACALLEDR TPPUCEP w19C LUTT 1C hOHE aMRLO
1NC: 116 °11 AANNE OLEDS (O 'S A&t 800 Ao
NL8L R999FO 11CH NOL ALEE IC 99L¢°1 w9INCH
aM: Aded ALEE NAMLFT R184 (LEDLAR PP dDAfe
AEFRP: AADYLE Ot °171 AP 10C: AT Phe0Y
AR 20T €T ALETFO- Ay 1MA 10CH:

W12H AMA QG 7 4.6P- (110 £TAAAL, £F TIICT OOAM &L
ATTU: &UTY 116 9907 NAEYTE E9°C LAM% AING
09247 AN AAM A8 P71 ARV ACTIMT AU 31860
ATR® AN NP 1% AIIPIO AlGh A11LP OO

61



AU A0NE AQ® AGATC 11 PFPAT: BDAATA: F14%
R10C@ &1 A AU &V 11C NAPHE HULE P al1E
(F ATRAQ AA%POR INC: N&h SUTT 11C ALILMAC:
N0%P ALHO 0AT 0T W19C NH TPOP @1MNADT A
A% AAAANTEIP: 92 GPHH: PP9° MDA Ae AAFRP 10C: £AP
% APAD: (@ T5°1¢ w18 PA% 10C 4. AT

A1714@ NAPEADSE WRPALTE AT 1NC 11C 171 £D19%
APAATE NYLIITT T80 97AL4-2C UL (AILSOD
R9P¢T UE 1@+ &k NA1E LH APLCN% TH LATA:
LIM@ HEPP &40 &t &1 BANTA: AP VAP 1187
A8 AL HEE N Akd® hAE AAE N&CLHE 8MEMe%
A1RINC 1185

AN&A 92AMNC LAMAAY TUNDET N8R0T PP BC
AAARP: ATOAR P4+F NAGAP IC N1ME&EP AcatE
A0 RAAEL BAMEA N% ARG ATAT AL hAODP: N4,
AN O8 ALER 10 k18T MEMEPAU?

NHET 71 NAA NYATT 1NL0< ALK YT D40 AT
am: N4h (€6 09ACPD: 37°1& A RANIAAR
&40 AL AOHE MA%: ANH Q0D 947100+ 924 57T
AM8PH 6L hRA AT KON 91T KA QUG hafh:
RIVADPD- AD RINMAAY TALN%: NAARP ORNAP
0506 R1LTMLER ANPNFA: NAPENE N 11CH W18 U
NEDNTE LPERGA N AAANNTIR: POLD- RASTT ALE%
%A A8 ECA0 6AMEA N% hAMSMEC TGP

11 NAAT OLAAT AT NCTE ALAP Ut ASOLH
KA129904.4A° 1185 % 11 NA®<$T 9710 &UN AT% NSt
NAM@AMT A@YATFY ST MO A&TT W18 T¢ L%t
At ALCTL MO NART ¢4 (DA 17 22C0, 10 %
9NN $OGUT ALE% AAPTE AAAE AM%: TLANE Adet
ALFE IC LCN $IANS SCRY: SO&E PADEGA% EADC::

62



NAPrE AL A1LUALHE: (LThCOteT AMYEL @7e:
AL AAU (S Adet ARETE NGP AOTON U-AP Akt Ao
WIROTCO AN PTIACME: MANT Rifk OSANT
APMEY, RODGU= Rit “17 AR AAR AN TMRLEOH
OLAAD: ZhPMEY, MDY L TaDG: AL PPET 99$P° ANNLATO:
000t TALN4N: LM At14d A1 AANSHAD 14N
T&¢CM: ACHh ALBHS 0L NtaCATteT YL +E 0L (Lt
TAAR NO0%F A&A 1¢7 HVE ACEI A93 T AAPAD:

§ P71 A% a0t UA JHP WL1D AR )= AMPE AN
KTOAP LU OL FPPUCT (Lt Be&n NLEP Ui 114 AR
AP AR A&A TOE @10¢ AL AL MPAMN: P4
U 920<M% PAA%: 1&V8PFP h&TFOTY AO-RTO- “,0”
“INLALIIR...... ROLAT ARADAA 61t TAMMEK:: NADF
@% MO ATt OM% SUT? 924 &CYT hLLA%:
UGATOP 4037 A.MS&% £77% 116 9925145 MAAK: °1% SH™
AAT PP RTAL 11C A24ME A& NN AF PAe:
M1)F@ 1% A&d @O VAP AP+ MAP%: AQTC NOOH
RO%PAD(ME ALH NF%T Na1& OUNC A1LEPADM &L &A%
2V 1K hAFANP h&A TE @MU

FPUCET ARCH L SPATAT @4 N7 hran-k 28 apm:
AN&A NF NCht 92AMNC NHAE TAHY ntPUCT 0Lt
RAC NS 1OF NLTAME (0D NOTAN (GEAEL OLd-
FEO @103 NAZC ALFE IC A N9LROTNT 0F “CLL
OMeq” NAQ NALTFO. AlAMTT RPAPA (LVE (DAL
QU@ Utk ARSTE 11¢H: REEP Ui @129 $AP 1149°
RN AAINTFO: hE @3203G° @L AA(: GDADAN AAINLNT
ARQE AZE JC Y& Ar%MeP U AP ndd@M (154
27°1P “PPLA hPPAN, LUV hOTT & NIPATY NTL4&X!
A0 020NL ONHE- 35 P1ABP AN Att Nde Lt
ami? gegA QU AL NAY NPTAME ATnARAR!” A9A
NEETT A% IC L20F 28T NAZE MELE SHY &6% nANNT
OL (LFF1 Adet OALK: ASTET hANMNEL &2A hd.lAN%:
N9 Pt At AR A4t ACH 9204 KoYt 10C:NTH@
NINEA% 1Pt P R1&A% HE AL AANTOAP: L TANE

27U0CALTIP: NADRYE P80 TMPA O 9TAAAL RF AGPEPTHT ADDY (TR A
63




281 (LOH V899815 AAU: NOL-TACOHEST APH AT+
AABARAT: (1AE DHAHE $L.N ANSH® AOAPPAC: (MR
KPP W8 T “INE-01L99R” ABLAUI A% 97 AT

NHY V& 094 17 2AFARP 0PF1 2OH RAF: L TA0E
Nz PRI AT A TP VTHEO: RANL AP QAT ALTR
&t GO A1SME 144%: LR (01 0MP APCe
MAWT: LT Bd “INLNLIIRY” “LL” “OAT” AP
NtALS AR TPMA APF AMEHE A ©ZL: NTEMERS
09971t AE.Che: TR0 AT TIMET AL NTFE PCew,
OAZ® AL MNGPHY ANk (GDEASLP (Lt
AW 10411 THSTO SALATO MLEYLAFE AN $IT
0861 L7 FAP AUt @ AN O OOL% YLD
ATFASE AP IR Adet ONEPEL A&CL 11 $%
hALLNATPS AAPT

NHY N34 LTANE R DO, f02.00MO7 O AZHY
K180 WOLAP NA® MNPE $AD-A%: NNRT W& NAA
TPUCET PMA A1AANT T171C% APMA OO B 17
OGO £719° 1CAT AT TPUCT (bt 1% 0924 (0N AA
@9 (D@68, A% T AIDM IAC:: LTANE (16 NATLAHAT O
%7 0P TP O U NA® AR 0FTAIP 10C

QHY YA ATACEY ATA AAPSED ¢ ATTHEU 1924
PR ALEP LH TPUCT h2CHE NALEE Qp TAA N

2V U 11C AP 15 faP1tE h&A 1996 10Ch: 1CH
Nhé. NOO-MFFO- N&F A0S Ndh IC NLLM NAA
INCO PATL RA99LS PLC 1NCH NH AT T AL02% £
MAF (2B R99LAFA AP AAINCKRP: ALEEY A0S
Q07 AT £24MNTE $PLATFO- PFPUCT LHS T NeNCHE
neAt 99ME IC TLIIPLO AP ITE A&A LLATET BT
“H, L1090 § OB A% A8 T NMP AL 1NC: A9 18718 11C
A& £1AF A ¢ 1PA 01 DTNANAS 994)IT SapChe:
G0 NP (AL AILPPOLD: A A1°14® 1NC: NTALTP
AL G001 AL PNAS NULTPE 01F AL £241% ACAT
Uy 10C: USOF S IHANAC S NMart AMePAD:

64



A% 9900 MPPF A= ¢ UME& RPALP A% A1 10%::
OAHUP A&0 EC R1&ANRS YAPSE T0é4 h18A% hPT
065 FC W18ANN (b1 AA9PE FCT NAMEC MGy
ULt M

AU AUR@t LAtd 1Rk HET AARU LAty 1R &0
RVTEPAU: GO TPNRPAU: K& 71 271 YATL IC
LG NHY AnAM 2Aatd alPRAU:: ¢ OThAd A1&1RE
MeP WLV LA1PP ULOTT NAA hWPMEB, x1&dANT
£RL1A ALE R AADATIG AU

A& ... OF ALUTF OPAQPT AL 7 TM RIPLA:
A& 71 ALTANE -0 ALy A0S 99t (10D2ER
990142 PUIAR (T 71 FADM BIPLA:

AHY @ @AM nAC NARLP: D40 P8O hPPARLY
AAAVIPAU-:

Pt AMAP A2A MULDT AFE-AD-::
97t ShPAR AMF A1, PPCEBL ABLAT!

65



£:°10

&2.9°
WUT/ale

QAIPFT NROAE NACM Yot AL 1 (ITASE ThAIYH
ASACT UNE ATAAA ATIDAAL 8T A&PSPTF PF U] P
4.Mé& AINTAT: AHO AA AT SPIFCAT h&dn 11CHT
ne7 0L 71 AMANFNE AGLC ANTIS AUTF T AT
AHU A A 9948 NhI18E NN1L ALTLL T S QU 09AALPH
CF@-:

NAA®: QAP A0 tPOLYTT APAH AMM AHO: Ah
RTADAAL, 3 AEPSPTF AGATO NGATO R0LMGT PPF
0FPHE wet0enE MTPA: AIHU 18548 A8 0T
QAR £99LL7T L10%F ULOTT NITANCT (AL 1IDAC-
QAP TEORERIO AL TAPAAL £F hEPSPH &IPH I7NILY
@D ¢ NP S O

Y16+ R1LHY a1t HASHET ABLAP SFHI ST 9901
N0k 2éN AS ¢ NOPHH 9981510 P §4bTtT 10
28U h0dé Pt M e« underground JCLPH1
RYLHIE, NMF 29%dMS AN NCE @M% NTALR “THLT
Nto9HT WO AT

AEP AHY 2P 21LHY 281t TCEPHT NOLPHI B0+ €6:9°
JC AMC LA $8F h&C1T AR A12DL2L AL APPMTEA::
NHY $A OMEP €6 QA LATO- &CYE a5 NTAL &V
RO £°10 AL P A181AA0 L1154

AU B

MLE: NAP.. A1L7T 1U?

@AN: AAUAU U (AP
MPL: AN AU AOTPOPY?

66



AN &6 A0AAU: fas.0 AN 1PS 1% FCE& LHS (
NPLO* (1¢-% TERI76) $TALR TCEPH hHIEAU-

MLe: ND.... (A%P)
@AM WOOPP........ (4°13)

ISP R i SHI TCEPF1 ASTHIET °1 h1aay? N9
SUA 1K A%t FHIZAY?

AN: h% S9HIC® TCL N190% @LP NU-AT ®C a8 10:
GPHIE@:: w8 Pwf% 618 F&+ han MOt OCP AdL
£tAd: U TC1EP ASPHI S+ £144% N5 VLT Ak (PH
19 “1H1 AAMT 1@< 197 GATFO QIR0 (F A& (MCE
M9t P9LHSENT NILMAATO: IC M4 °1H, 29924040t
ane:2n MEMC 10 318 UGP 0P i A0+ 7P% hALH NAD:
ROYLLCTHET 11C @R VAN TC71¢-M+ AL K18.9180Ck
9900 1@+ ROYHI @i 112 UG A TE0L996 L. P60 1 ®-=::

MPE: LADEADLRM Q@+ @ °1(l, NP0t (4T PPLeI@
PHACO?

AN N@- NANAE 1T L £BR2AT AMPAL (LT 2I7APN
¢ RINGAT: MM ATHIZAT: 929015718 APHY
KGNS £99£2°1 (¢ A0GATE PRY O P PE VICHN
A70G¢ AAPIO-A LT AL PIPELCTO- 11C 110 11CH
gntand 10:

MeP: N@ APt A, EIPC PP LNTIYA?

@AQ: AH 1K, TCL 9280040 993 wét NGt AL 10+ AR
TG00+ 318+ 8D @RGP NADEADS. (1t PPIP (190DY A
0 116 PO LA hé& YA 10 0L ReIPCL R0%0DMM-:
TCAGA 1AAP SMEPP SU1? WA £5C SUPT? L8
T A0 2M SUPY? 8994 VAN (ML SO IPPA::
(@ aPMt A, FI°C 299.099% A%t U-AI° (AT 938N 10
A 1 AH A A,00M A BATA.. APH R1L4AT ANND
A124A T TPANTO. ¢AFO P10+ 4L LA LAZA: NAA Ik

67



2P U1 B0 1A KA (4MC LI9LAM@< M@ +7(
e BLANPA: TCEO TEPC AaNLAP £N1APADP $A
(192t 1@« 99 409%::

MPe: RADERLLAP- A NTCEY (LOM LD 9LN97Y? N0
noM OAA P10 PHAGO?

@AN: TC&M@ TMEE LADERLAD: A0+ A.OM AECLT
BNTA: h&RE&..... TAATT MG hAAU L0 AT A:
Al I fOOELLA®T (@< OOATT eTCEO Ahd 10+
PAEP W1&1&F M1 NAL MO ¢AFOT Ak
K10 97268 D4 % (¢ 1@ ROLU 1@+ AN&N&. (1RNAT
@R P10 $&T@ 17 99848 AATO ade A1 9768
AATNATPA: SPINGRP (Lt FAAP QAU 99868
K&TIICP TLANA 10 F4:: AF W@ NOM QA AH 990G
T1ICF ad MCOA ATANANAYE O AEBLAT: SFAION
ACTT 84O AT AALET...AA 1040 11C... AA TC1¢-0D
KOG ARAPTT NPMEL AT AAANT 11C ATNNCT ¢F
QAT ATt AT

ML: TCE AL PP T4RC $O-PA? APAN B4 PR ?

@AN: SV TCGIP AHIE: £ SUA 160AT° B0 "I MIPF A
0k B0 AASLRLP 14TR 1924 AN 80 T10E T8 (@
AP

MLe: TCt AL £IMAY AAH: OLI° A(1%% 1(NAD%

@DAN: hAH% 1MAD% PA®: A0 TMASNY P18 A0 1NC
AE AL AMP TILF ACEP °IH 7P 10C: hAd% PPAD-
RO9HIS: TCEL AL w18 AT ARt R9998CTH AR {TF@«:
DT ALT £AS R99.90D 10+

68



MeE: P A1 APEF §TC W1t TCt AL AHOH O
ROZAD(M1t... Ak 9P HADAAA?

@DAN: TC1&0D* A S (I1HF AHOF @ 090D (Tt @Mt 07 &%
NG APTE AN AAAPTE O-AR S APTF (LUF AAE AAE
TAAP APTHI® LM A ANHT ASUIP +HIP SADM At

OMEE hAQNAF@: 2991CP° 1@+ HORY ethtA 11C 17
@2 (4% 8HET 992924 ANA 1@ TYANAT: LMD
NMP SHOTEA: hAL RAL NGATO A8H S 00-+F AN
ANA®< RIZADTHGP Ak 930T SMPII A U T@« NTAPL
“ONL ALY NOILHOTC® hANNA A5 AFSA @M LA 1@<
AOHT NTAS “Bottom” AT A&ATFO ARt TYAL 1@
AOLGTO 718 At 10+ ALMES A 1E AE aeta0h 10
11 GFO AR 9C%F €CE hEE 192 P92 PATT LMPIIA::
ANYESTO QAT AT AAD & (ML AT RPIM GO+ YA 1@-=::

OGTO AOHT (U&7 8FC (Lt (th: PATI71E& NRA Y&t
AL TF: A QAT HARTCLAN TG AP T DR 1O
nags LILLAMP @ LTANT (¢ ALP&I: A 827
A @FT LAz QAT 11C LATE U B3AD A
A&t QATOGP: RBTFO: AL 1€ NA MIONH LO8A:: DHALT
SOLAFTPA: CHE fUA P OtITk Ohadd: OSMSIPA:
92T 0L 20+ LAKA: (AHT $APAA: NITFTO DA
ROULAT D R4.AD Atk

AAD (IHY ALK (&P QDT P74 APHI® hd: A1SN1&FE
@ANPE O (AHT 17 80 £@&A: APATYT (U
£4.AJAT £LOLAA S NAL UG hATD-:

MLE: PP AL YT (DHP 10 JPF60, 002 RIADM D+ (1O~ J°7
KOt AHP 10+ 048 ATD: ? 1 “1H, B9 920 A @+ D-H,$

@AN: PRt @- -HP VAT £97NA 10 A7 1A HE:
KAI9CE: T°1CE OAOHT A8 hCPT NH 014 &P Ntk I°CE™
AEROFATPAY:  (NHT 99244 (HP RI9LAMLEC
O-AMFOY 97911 -HP AT £L19° L9%ANT “IH A=

69



APAA &€PC HEE RLPCT HEE RADALRT HE S R0PAN AT
O-AMTO- A 11C NTABATFO: $L7197x:

Mee: 20PF AAT P LMDAAA? (14T Q9%M(MH?
ANFFO- RO PCIC AL TR APEP hd RAAA:
KO 102

AN ANFFO: QT M GH Q07PMM AD: Az 171471
1@ Q990D (TP A NTA V1@ AT U@ ROZAD(MHP A
Atk AA OO A ARLAT: PRISEPE NAA A0 IC
REPC 1T A1RLEPE N970N1S NP LADAAT A

MLB: Ph9Y A4 R8T ANDG PP BADAAA?

AN LIZ ANMNE MG 10 ANHT L0L0(Mt OM4F
CFO=: A0FE TAAP APFP LMMA: #37 (t@ANT
0NHET @1&%F BAHA: NTCATE A%IAPIA N1PAC HMS
APt N@OF0 0% T AHE 1 1 APat ndd
hOHAP:

MEE: APTF ALP% NITNO* A0S 171°1C?

@AN: AMP 1LA%E LAP% W18 LNIIUT T1C 10 AL
P67 10 1H 1K 1°1&T U A0 928471 6044 U-AIH
AZ. 30 N NAL P67 SIS R(TF ANAN @4.C LAA:
aE AC- AMP UPAFA: NOTET AH AQ ROLPA: F&.8L
A8 €7 14T A0 NhRLT NAA PR ALS PRIRTD: AE
(k6 RIMOY, EUPIE TADAAL, 1NC: 5@ AL P (16 DAAT
RPERET AL (16 AINE AANA (LA DA N @4C SANTA
PO A1 de 1A TANM AP ACESAA SRAZ TS 2D
K&t NP A1LENSE hH ANt A1RASTO APFAU=: &Y AL
APRE PHELH Féh 10+

MLE: €CYTY Pr&IO-? PP LY@ 99900V ?

@AM ANH °1H U1 TCEP AHIE NMP rdi-AU-
PASEP QNP FAP YASTE TPA% 10 PN T
QIGHIENF ANAN, £& 1PSPH A IC L90D(MF APTEY A%

70



RARNR 024 &CYT NTAL O1&% NF MUPFTO APH
W18 MEMé LLCIFPA N% AATINA: AATTFR: ALGEA:
AAANATFOT AT PIFO- 2092400% 11C 1P NH.Y
Vg AS ALLALMA NMP adPPAU: PAISEP NOLMANT
MH A0 SANNAA: ZA.0 HADMA AHY YA 9910 &Y
TCP SHIE®- R990A 11C £ADMA: AN MFAC L4E
ALLCA AAILFA 1M AAD AU

MPL: AOERLA 90T PHEATP-11C NA?

AN AT AHY ALE @AM PAT OAPF f4AF
AATAANE §AVET QUAT 212 ALCT BFAA: NALE 1T AL
11 UATIH R1eHY 281t TCGP ALHIE: ®L9° AH.U ALE
AOE U MFPHE 1998 M&OT 1H NM1Pe U1 VAP
19 U171 RPTHASOE (1 A8GATT RiMANP: AHYU ALE
OAM Adk APTE NC ATATATO eTALL 92.&9PT AL
QPIAPTDG PPLATANGTFD MAOAFT TM PP LU
NHE AthLAE, ethNN 1@ 0L 1%::

OAINET $©F AAPATIGAU- DA 11

71



Examining the Anatomy

of Change
Balege Hayasi
(She/her)

As I write this, folks in our community are being
harassed, physically attacked, and forced out of their
homes by self-crowned champions of Ethiopian values
who are allegedly protecting their fellow citizens
from the ‘evil’ and ‘unnatural’ influence of the queer
community.

I am not surprised by their beliefs. After all, as an
Ethiopian living in Ethiopia, I walk the thin tightrope
of self-affirmation while holding space for a family
and an immediate community whose structural
integrity somehow hinges on my heterosexuality. But
faced with the rhetoric of these violent vigilantes and
its devastating implication, I can feel the reservoir of
energy and compassion that powers this precarious
existence running dry. How long can I coexist within
a dominant ideology that believes that nebulous and
dynamic concepts of tradition and cultural identity
are worth the destruction of individual life? It feels as
impossible as fully embodying my identity and politics
in the here and now. As I grapple with this personal
question, I have been wondering what the future holds
for us as a community.

The sociopolitical climate of the past few years has
been a nutritious medium for long-held sentiments to
bloom into the violence that we are experiencing. Anti-
queer rhetoric was already on the rise, exacerbated and
magnified by fervent zealots platformed on social media
and institutionally condoned movements like Zim
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Anilim’ and its offshoots. The campaigning strategies
of these movements, which lobby the government to
criminalize queer existence, have been strategically
potent and devastatingly effective. They leveraged child
sexual abuse, specifically the abuse of young boys,
magnified during the COVID-19 pandemic, to legitimize
anti-queer rhetoric (never mind the sexual abuse of girls,
of course). Using issues of deep importance and urgency,
they created false dichotomies and associations to sway
an already prejudiced society - by being even slightly
tolerant of queer identity, one is supposedly complicit
in the sexual abuse of children. They build on a long and
deeply embedded global history of scapegoating queer
people to explain misfortune, plagues, and disasters,
including the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

Of course, Ethiopia as a whole has never been accepting
of queer identity. In 2007, 97% of Ethiopians believed
“homosexuality is a way of life that society should not
accept”.! In fact, the rate of acceptance of queer identity
has decreased significantly since 2000.2 But the recent
spike in actively homophobic attitudes and anti-queer
rhetoric, though not surprising, is alarming in intensity
and devastating in reach.

The evolution of the systemic erasure, othering, and
dehumanization of queer Ethiopians into coordinated
violence by the massest signals the precariousness of
the delicate balance through which coexistence has
been possible. So far, queer life has existed as a shadow
network superimposed on the predominantly religious
and conservative society and many of us are used to
leading double lives, navigating a passage between
two realities. Some who slip in and out of the country
temporarily suppress parts of their identity as necessary.
Some with less chameleonic outer manifestations of
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their sexuality develop other coping mechanisms and/
or stick to safe spaces, constructing their lives around
avoiding unsafe situations as much as possible. This
dangerous dance has been effective, almost as if the
queer community and the larger society had an implicit
pact - if we are not seen, we are not harmed; those who
cannot help but be visible must pay, but perhaps not
with their lives.

A similarly alarming progression can be seen in the
continent and globally, where we have been witnessing
a roll back of the hard-won rights and acceptance of
queer folks, often happening in concurrence with the
rise of far-right extremist political ideology. In March
2023, Uganda’s parliament proposed legislation with
extreme penalties for same-sex relationships that
criminalizes anyone identifying as LGBTQ.® It was
passed a few weeks later. During that time, Ghana was
looking to follow in its footsteps while some Kenyan
politicians were hoping to pass a similar law of their
own. These measures were accompanied by rhetoric
conflating child sexual abuse with queer relationships
between consenting adults as well as conspiracy
theories accusing “shadowy international forces” of
“promoting homosexuality” in Uganda - naming LGBT
rights as “a second colonisation” designed to shrink
Africa’s population in Kenya, and as a sign of infiltration
of foreign cultures in Ghana.* These framings work
because they build on a kernel of truth - the continent’s
struggle with colonial legacy and the neocolonial forces
at play in the current geopolitical landscape - to justify
their stance.

The intersection of Ethiopian identity (as much as
national belonging can be reduced to an identity)
with the reality of queerness seems particularly and
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painfully fraught with tension. A strong and deeply
rooted connection to tradition and culture, high levels
of religiosity, low levels of economic development,
overarching adherence to traditional gender roles, and
a culture of silence: not only are these markers often
correlated with low levels of queer acceptance in a
country,’® they are also highly accurate descriptors of
our current reality. Our relationship to tradition and
culture, even though it has been going through its own
long due process of fragmentation, seems particularly
resistant to evolving in the direction of acceptance.

All this draws a disheartening picture but our lived
reality is not just of oppression; it is also of resistance,
hope, and life-sustaining alternative networks. Well-
resourced queer folk, activist organizations and
collectives, and allies are constantly performing healing
magic behind the scenes, showing up in beautiful
solidarity to resource, house, and feed those who have
been targeted by anti-queer violence. It is humbling,
reinvigorating, and fortifying to see these mycelium-
like networks of support - operating underground and
full of such vitality - that have managed to thrive despite
all odds.

And yet, the delicate pact that has allowed the existence
of these networks, though nowhere good enough,
now feels broken. I worry for our collective future
and wonder if or when the reality of oppression will
change. Will queer folks ever be valid in the Ethiopia we
know and live in? Or does a different Ethiopia have to
come into being for that to ever happen? (The author
is in no way suggesting we burn shit down :)) Are we,
as a collective, subject to the whims of history, fated
to wait for seismic shifts in the sociopolitical fabric
that create cracks within which we emerge, finally, as
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valid humans? Are we going to keep being pawns in a
larger political agenda, with our identity either seen as
an invention of the West, or used in ‘well-intentioned’
global sanctions by the very same West, or latched onto
by governments for whom we are ‘low-priority’ unless
feeding the fire of existing prejudice is beneficial for
their political standing?

And what can we hold on to when damaging light
shines on our covert networks of resistance? What do
we do when those who carry on when those doing the
necessary work of care, support, and education get
burnt out or chased out, as often happens?

The rules governing coexistence have once again
changed and our systems need to adapt to a different
reality - a daunting task which requires collective
reckoning. In the meantime, I hope we can keep
supporting each other in the shadows, learning new
ways to connect, to be safe, and to keep our private
sorrows from isolating and overwhelming us.

Thanks for reading. If you want to share your thoughts
or you have any questions or comments, email
balegehayasi@protonmail.com

1 https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/Global-Acceptance-Index-LGBT-
0Oct-2019.pdf

2 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/22/uganda-passes-tough-antigay-law-bans-
identification-as-1ghtq

3https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2023/06/01/ugandas-harsh-anti-gay-bill-
is-now-law

“https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/Global-Acceptance-Index-LGBT-
Oct-2019.pdf
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Dhiiraa fi Dhiira
Urjii Borii
(Isa/Inni)

Jiituu onnee marga Birraa
Qabeenya ofii kenna uumaa
Gaaffii onnee situ fura
Si’i hundeen situ bu'uura
Fedhiin Addaam Hewaan Caalee
Malkaan onnee Addaam waamee
Qe’ee Onnee boojuu hundaa
Jilbeenfataa walfakkaataa
Hadheeffataa saala faallaa
Onneen zeegaa fedhii dhugaa
Kennaa Rabbii jiruu mishaa
Sirraa kaanee sirra facaane
Lammii taaneetu jiraanne
Qormaatilee buunee baanee
Ni mul'anne tulluu taane
Ifnee jirra akka urjii
Qaanessinee amajaajii
Waankee martuu hawwisiisaa
Yaa jaalalaa dhiiraaf dhiiraa

Maal kee faarseen maal kee dhiisa?
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Dancing in the Dark: Navigating
Addis Ababa’s Queer Nightlife
AS

She/her

The dimly lit streets of Addis hold many secrets, and
among them, I found a relationship that dared to
challenge the status quo. A couple of years ago I was
with an older butch woman. I had only had fleeting and
mostly sexual relationships with women until I met her.
We hit it off immediately and it escalated pretty quickly.
Addis buzzes with life during the day but offers little
leisure beyond the confines of local bars, enticing siga
bet’s and the pulsating clubs centered in the city’s heart.
What it lacks in glitz and glamor it makes up for with
its unique blend of rich and diverse culture. There is
live music, traditional dance performances and new
bars and clubs that are constantly evolving to tantalize
the senses. My relationship with my androgynous
former partner provided an intimate glimpse into what
navigating nightlife as a queer couple in Addis can be
like.

Our nightlife escapades always started with evenings
of drinking tall bottles of whatever-the-fuck, tearing
into raw meat, gored gored, before we headed out for
the night. My girlfriend always knew which clubs were
popping as she had a group of straight “not-quite-
accepting-but tolerating” groups of friends telling her
what was hot that day. My girlfriend could easily pass
for a man at first glance which meant we always had
to be careful, though, because some nights, despite
being surrounded by a group of friends, the hateful
stares and threats of violence would follow us. It was
interesting to note that the level of drama and danger
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seemed to escalate more when my partner, who had
an androgynous appearance, was with me compared
to when I was with feminine-presenting women. The
mere sight of a Masculine-looking woman with a femme
partner threatened the homophobic men more than
two feminine women being together. This highlights
how not only gender but also sexuality and power
dynamics intersect to produce different treatments
of butch and femme lesbians. The anger and hostility
directed towards us were palpable, and they were
starkly different from the reactions I received when I
was with feminine-passing women.

Masculinity is often associated with power and
dominance, while femininity is associated with
weakness and submissiveness and butch lesbians
are seen as challenging traditional gender roles and
patriarchal order, which is threatening to the fragile
egos of the males in this story and so many untold
ones as well. These issues are rooted in patriarchal
structures that prioritize the experiences of men, and
view anything that challenges this order as a threat. But
I digress, my partner’s tendency towards confrontation
also made us an even easier target for homophobic
men. On more than one occasion, she has nearly got
into physical fights to defend us both from homophobic
men looking to start trouble.

One night, we were at a popular club known for its
eclectic blend of open-minded young Ethiopians and
Diaspora clientele, with a sprinkle of trash men to
add to the mix. The blend of afrobeats, dancehall, and
amapiano also created an atmosphere where people felt
free to let loose. One time, we were dancing together,
not too closely but clearly enjoying ourselves, when a
group of young men started loudly making homophobic
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comments while glaring in our direction. This is not
an isolated incident, there has been a growing trend
where individuals come into queer spaces to intimidate
and harass members of the community which further
exacerbates the trauma and harm experienced by
members of the community. In fact, there have been
recent incidents where individuals come into spaces
that were intended to be safe, and later posted photos
and videos on social media. This has put the safety
and well-being of the LGBTQI+ community at risk and
by exposing queer spaces and the people frequent
them they are contributing to a culture of fear and
intimidation that has serious consequences. It’s not just
aviolation of privacy but also an active form of violence.
That fateful night my partner did not take things lightly.
Triggered by their comments, she angrily strode over
with a bottle of Ambo in hand and asked what their
problem was and if she could help them solve it. Within
seconds, they were in each other’s faces, screaming and
pushing as a crowd gathered around them. The situation
escalated rapidly, their hatred clashing with her fierce,
almost delusional determination. I hurriedly pulled her
away from the brewing chaos, her friends restraining
the men as we made our escape. The derogatory cries
of “bushti” rang in our ears as we fled in opposite
directions, hearts pounding with adrenaline and fear.
I rushed down the street to a sandwich shop to call a
taxi to take me home. I was worried we had put a target
on our backs and given ourselves away as a couple,
so I avoided going to that place again. Though she
apologized later about her short fuse getting the better
of her, I realized then how dangerous her tendency
towards confrontation could be for us in Addis. The
drama of that night ultimately signaled the end of our
relationship, though it continued on for a couple of
months after. Even though our relationship eventually
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came to an end, I am grateful for the experiences we
shared together.

Though Addis’s nightlife attracts many open-minded
young people, as a queer couple, we constantly felt the
need to scan for signs of danger and navigate different
spaces and vibes. It was exhausting but also necessary to
code switch and assess a space before letting loose. In a
city where there are few spaces for LGBTQI+ individuals,
we had to be careful and cautious in everything we did.
It was moments like these that made me realize the
importance of living openly and honestly, despite the
risks.

Being queer in Addis Ababa can be difficult and is a
constant reminder of the dangers and challenges that
we face in our own city. But it also serves as a source
of determination to create change and build a more
accepting and inclusive nightlife scene for all members
of our community because ain’t we part of this city
too? Damn! I believe that by creating safe and inclusive
spaces, we can help break down the barriers that have
prevented LGBTIQ+ individuals from living their lives
openly and freely expressing themselves. These pages
are one among many efforts that are striving to create
that space as well as celebrate diversity and equality.
Together, we can continue fighting to break down
barriers and continue creating safe and inclusive spaces
where we can thrive and be ourselves. We can do it FOR
US. BY US. And that’s on PERIODT.
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Akkee Jireenyaa Saala
Walfakkaataa

Urjii Boriitiin
(Isa/ Inni)

Waa'een jaalala saala walfakkaataa yeroo ka'u jalqaba
waayee maqaa ittiin hawaasni akkee jireenyaa kana
jiraatuu ittiin wal waamuutu kaa. Akka naannawaa
Jimmaafi guutuu Oromiyaatti jecha Zega /Lammii jedhu
fayyadamuun beekama. Kunis kan ta’e kallattiidhumaan
jecha Afaan Amaaraa irraa fudhatameetu Lammii
jechuun fayyadamna. Lamaanuu gixa fayyadamna.
Kunimmoo haala ittiin iccitiidhaan walii galluufi namni
akka dararaa biraa nurraan hin geenyeef jenneetu jecha
kanaan wal waamna.

Hawaasni (community)saala walfakkaataa jedhamuu
kun akka naannoo kiyyaatti faca’aadha. Tokkummaa
hin gabu. Ani hiriyoota heddu fuulbarruu (facebook)
dhaan alatti akkaataa haalli mijateefi bakka hiriyoota
kiyyaa waliin oollutti jaalala uumamu bu’'uureffadhee
gamtaa armaan gadii fakkaatu qaba. Gamtaan kunis
jaalala jimaa waliin gama’uu, dhugaatii waliin dhuguufi
facebookii irratti walbaruu iraatti uumamu kan
bu'uurefatee dha.

Nu arfanuu jaalalli saala walfakkaataa kan nuti
dhandhamne addatti salmaaf yeroo walbarretti ture.
Hiriyoonni kun hundumtuu jalgabarratti hiriyummaaf
walitti dhufne. Afran keenya wal qunnamti baay’ee
waliin qabna anis hunda waliinu fedhii foonii kiyyaaf
karaa adda addaatinis ta'u yeroo dabarseera.

Kanneen biraas jiru namootni akkanatti sababa fedhii
fooniif walitti dhihaanne. Warreen kuni marti 0soo
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naa wajjin wal hin quunnamin dura miirri jaalala saala
walfakaataa Aadaa alaa dhufee fi jibbamaa godhanii
ilaalu. Wanti kun ifatti dubbatama jedhaniis hin yaadanu
turani. Warreen kun hundi ana baayyee na mararfatu
. Yeroo saalquunnamtii goonu kondomii fayyadamna
ture. kana keessaa namoonni lama gaahila horataniiru.
Ilmoos gabu. Garuummoo suuta suuta jaalala(miira)
kanaaf bakka kennaniiru.

Waliin Bashannanuufi gamtaan jiraachuun kan
eegalame nama lamaan wajjin gqaamuu sanarraan
immoo nama tokko lama dabalatee hanga nama 5
tti waliin taphachaa qaamuu aadaa godhanneerra.
Yeroo qgaamnu immoo hundi keenya uffata miidhagaa
uffannee ykn babbareednee gaamna. Kan nama
ajaayibu nu hundinuu akka wal hojjannu beekna.
Waayee nama saalqunnamtii waliin raawannees waliin
dubbanna mudannoo keenyas walii qoodna. Gidduu
gidduutti immoo sababa adda addaatin walitti bu’iinsis
ni yumama.

Namoonni kun wal arguuf mana nama Zeegaa /Lammii
hin taaneettis wal arguun ni danda’ama. Waayee namaa
yoo haasofnu garuu ishee jennee saala dubaraan bakka
buufnee dubbanna.

Namoota zeegaa/lammii hin taane waliin yeroo
gaamnu yookaan dhugnu waayeen zeegaa yeroo kahu
ni mormina. Kunis nun galchu namni akka fedhiisaatti
haa jiraatu nun tuqin malee waan nu miidhu hin jiru
miira jaalala saala walfakkaataa hin qabnes yookin hin
beekne waayee kanaa kaafnee itti ni haasofna. kana
keessatti altokko tokko nama biratti balaaleffatamuufi
jibbamuun ni jira.
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Waliin dhuguun immoo darbee darbee bakka namoonni
hin baayyannetti sadi’iifi Afur taanee mana dhugaatiitti
waliin bashannanna. Keessattuu waan guyyaa nagaha
taanee dubbachuun nu rakkisuu gaafa sana miira
machaa’inaatin sodaa malee dubbanna... waliin
dhuguun garuu namoota muraasaan wal arganna waan
tayeef carraan akka jimaa qaamuu walitti nama fidu hin
jiru.

Caraan inni biraa immoo facebook (fuulbarruu)
dha. Hawaasni Lammii/Zeegaa tahee miidiyaa
hawaasummaa kan fayyadamnu naannoo Jimmaa
keessatti irra caalaan Facebook dha. Nama haaraa
baruufis haa tahu yeroo dabarfachuuf facebook tu
gahee guddaa gaba. Fuulbarru sobaa (Fake account)
dhaan walbaruuniifi suuta suuta bilbila dhimma kanaaf
namni kamuu qopheeffateen waliin haasahuudhaan
bakkaafi guyyaadhaan wal beellamuun wal arganna.
Yeroo ammaa kana keessattuu facebook dhaan ala
telegiraamiidhaanis hariiroon hawaasummaa ni
uumama. Haa tahu malee hagas mara miti. Keessattuu
an kan na ajaayibu hiriyoota koon Asoosama David
Abraham barreessuufi maxxansu dubbisaa jedheen
yoon kennuuf barreeffama hangana dheeratu dubbisuu
hin barbaadu jechuun yeroo itti natti dubbatantu
jira. An gama kootiin barreeffamoota heddu nan
dubbisa. Barreeffamoota David Abrahamis hedduun
dingisiifadha.

Inni biraa immoo jireenya hawaasumma koo hiriyoota
zeegaa/lammii hin taane waliin gabu ilaalata. Anaafuu
altokko tokko gaaffii natti taha Hiriyoota koo fedha
jaalala saala walfakkaata hin qabnee wajjin haasaan
nuti bakka hojiittis haa tahu yeroo jimaa gaamnu
dubbannu waayeen siyaasaa,diinagdeefi hawaasummaa
akkuma jirutti tahee namootan baayyee jaalladhu yoo
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xiqqaate waggoota 10 oliif hiriyummaan jiraanne nama
sadii suuta suuta akkan jaallataa saala walfakkaataa
tahe itti himeera.

Isaan keessaa namni tokko mana rifeensa waan gabuuf
maamilaisaati. Isatu rifeensakoo naa sirreessa. Baayyee
na jaallatu, nama kamuu caala jireenya hawaasummaa
waliin jiraanna. Isaan sadanuu qoba qobaattin duuka
haasaya. Akkan isa tokkotti himu inni tokko hin beeku
kanaaf immoo yeroon isaan faana dubbadhu baayyeen
gammada. Isaanis jalgabarratti xiqqoo fudhachuuf
isaan rakkisus qabatamaan barreeffamoota PDF dhaan
buan kan David Abraham seenessu sana kenneefii
jennaan baayyeesaa dubbisaniiru. Yoo osoo na hin
argin torban gahan gammachuu hin argatan keessattuu,
inni tokko seenessoo maajin (99€71) jedhamuuf David
barreessaa ture jala buhee hordofaa ture. Waan irra
gahes natti hima.

Kana jechuunkoo namoonni kun marti maatii
horataniiru. Iccitilkoo mara tahuu baatus akkan
zeegaa tahe itti himeera. Jarris amananii fudhataniiru.
iccitiikoo dabarsanii eenyuttuu akka hin kennine
nan amana. Kun akkana tahee osoo jiruu tokko tokko
immoo uffannaafi akkaataa keerraa kahee sishakka.
“Maaliif hin fuudhu? Qaamasaatu hin dhaabbatuuf
“ jedhani!, “Qaama saalaa lama qgaba” jedhanii
dudduubatti dhoksanii odeessuunis darbee darbee ni
mullata!. Ani jaalallee gaba akka jedhamuufis baayyee
na gammachiisuu baatus dubartii wajjin saalqunnamtii
raawwataa tureera. Sirriittan saalqunamtii waliin
raawadhas tures. Gaaffiin gaa'ilaa ishee biraa dhufnaan
achumaan dhaabuufan dirqgame!

Hawaasa keessa jiraannu keessatti rakkinootaafi
gufuuwwan mudatan mara moo’atanii darbuuf dirqgama
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cimuufi Gamtaa ykn hawaasa jaallattoota saala
walfakkaataa bakka jirutti cimsaa deemuutufurmaata
ta’a. Kanaaf immoo obsa gabaachuu,Wal dandauufi
walgorfataa fuulduratti tarkaanfachuutu nurraa
eegama.

Jaalalli saala hin gabu!
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Afterword X Preface

In a typical anthology series, this section would
appear at the beginning of the book, serving as one of
the first points of contact between the reader and the
works enclosed within—an introductory essay that
would outline the contents of the book in a careful
methodological manner. But this e-book, much like any
queer knowledge production, requires a certain degree
of waywardness, a subversion of normative expectations
of what a collection of personal stories should be,
how it’s structured, and the limits set by its mode of
production. The result is this essay, which is in part an
afterword and in part a preface. It is a deliberate choice,
one that intends to foreground any form of discourse
about queer Ethiopian culture from the mouth(s) where
it flows. Thus, the book starts with a preface written in
Ambharic before opening into a collection of personal
accounts and essays written in Afaan Oromo, Amharic,
and English. It also ends in a translated version (from
Afaan Oromo to Amharic) of the opening text, a story
that serves as a guidepost from one end of the book to
another.

The contents of the book are diverse reflections and
responses to the question, “What does queer Ethiopian
culture mean to you?” It’s a daunting task entrusted
both to our contributors and editors in an attempt to
capture a nebulous concept such as culture into one
collection. Even harder is the idea of “queer Ethiopian
culture,” as it contains three distinct terms that hold
multiple meanings and implications. Although each
of these terms requires careful deconstruction and
analysis in relation to one another, this essay does
not intend to do that, at least not directly. One main
reason is that attempting to define what it is or means
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to be “Ethiopian,” for example, is to invoke the same
frameworks that are used to marginalize and silence
us. The same can be said about “queer”, a word that, at
first glance, can be libratory in its fluidity to encompass
diverse identities but, at a much closer look, can feel
exclusionary just as much. However, we borrow from
American author, theorist, educator, and social critic
bell hooks’ definition of queer in that “queer” to mean
“not [just] who you’re having sex with, but about being
at odds with everything around it, and that has to invent
and create and find a place to speak, to thrive, and to
live.” This definition somehow provides an expansive
frame of thinking that grounds this exploration. And
then there is culture, a much-written-about topic with
disciplines solely dedicated to its study.

Anthropologists and sociologists define culture as the
shared beliefs, values, and behaviors of a group of
people. Culture is learned and passed down, shaping our
thoughts, feelings, and actions while at the same time
being influenced by geography, history, and religion.
This results in it manifesting differently in different
contexts across time. If there is one thing that is central
to culture, it is language. The language we speak affects
how we view the world, what we value, and the kinds of
bonds we form with others. Language is a powerful tool
that shapes our ways of communicating and thinking
to the point that what we call something will affect our
mental image of it. The role of language is also central
to this book’s exploration, as we have tried to look at its
function in relation to queer communities, meaning-
making, and usage.

As queer Ethiopians, more often than not, our first
contact with queerness is through insults directed
towards us, admonishments that serve to police our
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behaviors, or phrases that essentially tell us who we
are and how we feel to be wrong from an early age.
And as a consequence, these insults influence the
relationships we have with others, going so far as
to shape personality, subjectivity, and our being as
individuals. It is when faced with these realities that
marginalized communities either appropriate existing
languages and words or create new ones all together.
And through time, insults can become a marker of pride,
while subtle coded language can turn into puns and
vernacular. In volume 1 of N'or, we have attempted to
illustrate this power of language through an article that
examined the vernaculars and their usage by assigned
male at birth (AMAB) sex worker communities in Addis
Ababa. The article, for example, started as an attempt
to trace the origins of the term Zega as a code name,
but in the process opened up room for much more
nuanced accounts of how queer communities have,
through generations, employed language as identifiers,
providing a window into their interactions (check out
N’or Vol. I for more). In this volume, we try to show that
in two articles. The first one is meant to provide a peek
into online conversations and chatting culture, while
the second one offers a witty take on “4(T\.” a code word
often used to refer to feminine gay men. It’s a form of
recognition, this act of speaking in the feminine, that
both upends existing stereotypes as it perpetuates it.

While language is an important tool for expression,
culture is reinforced through practices. Gatherings and
festivities provide a sense of community and belonging,
allowing a group of people to strengthen their identity
and bond. One way that this manifests in the queer
community is through private events that provide
a relatively safe space for people to be and express
themselves. These spaces exist as pockets of joy within
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the city, fleeting clandestine meeting places undulating
with what author Saidiya Hartman calls “rush and
flight—the freedom to move, the want of liberty, the
hunger for more, and the need of breathing room”.

This dance between “rush and flight” could not be any
more elucidated than in the excitement and anxiety that
come with throwing private house parties or attending
them. We have attempted to capture the former in
a conversation with a party organizer who walks us
through what goes on into throwing these underground
events, from the lead-up to the event, the choices of
music and set-up, to when the last person leaves the
party and the clean-up ensues. Like any event, it has
a number of moving parts and happens at great risk,
but in the end, it is meant to serve as an enclave of
happiness and a good time for communities that rarely
get the chance to congregate en masse. Included in
the book are also stories from partygoers, albeit two
completely different takes, acting as a reminder that
not all experiences are the same. While for some these
parties are an exciting space to dance, drink, fuck, and
let loose, for others they can be a point of discomfort
and abuse. The stories serve as invitations to reflect
on how these spaces, much needed and liberatory as
they are, can at the same time encourage behaviors of
physical, verbal, and sexual harassment.

No collection of stories about a community is complete
without discussing relationships and the myriad ways
they manifest. There are a number of stories in Nor
Vol. 1 that broach the topics of romantic, platonic,
and sexual relationships. This volume is no different
in that there are submissions that also focus on the
subject. What makes it slightly different from the
preceding volume, however, is the fact that the stories
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in this collection go a layer or more deeper in how they
capture relationships. Normative social structures often
set out rules and expectations for how relationships
should be modeled. While our existence on its own
challenges these expectations, we don’t exist in a
vacuum, and that oftentimes results in us succumbing
to societal pressures in one form or another. This fact is
expressed rather beautifully in a heartbreaking story of
arelationship gone awry not for lack of love but because
of societal and familial demands. In another story,
a platonic relationship turns violent and dangerous
upon our contributors coming out to their close friend.
Somewhere else in the book, a group of friends decide
to get married as a group, in a radical act of challenging
set norms and dreaming of a different world, even if it’s
temporary.

There are several other topics that we wanted our
contributors and readers to meditate on in this volume.
However, to talk about all the stories here would take
away from the pleasure and mystery of finding out the
contents of this book in due course. There are a number
of other stories that are meant to provide a glimpse into
how our contributors have responded to our request for
works focusing on queer Ethiopian culture. However,
we want to stress that this book in no way attempts to
be representational. First of all, anything that claims to
represent a group of people, no matter how big or small,
often ends up doing the exact opposite. The stories here
are personal accounts of individuals’ experiences with
shared elements that can sometimes cut-across, as
any human experience does. Secondly, a shortcoming
of this volume in comparison to its predecessor is
the lack of representation of LBQ, trans, and Gender
Diverse stories. This is yet another reminder that, while
there has been commendable effort and an increase in
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content centered around LBQ, trans, and Gender Diverse
people, there is yet more work that needs to be done in
terms of inclusion and diversity of voices. And finally,
this ebook is not meant to serve as a social commentary
or critique of queer culture but rather as a repository
of the different experiences of our contributing writers.

There is no specific map for the journey through this
book, in so far as your experience is something that
comes naturally to you. You can flip through (scroll
might be the appropriate term here) from the first page
and read each piece as it comes, or do a brief scan and
start with where your eyes land, or even begin your
journey from this piece and read it backwards. There is
no right way to approach this, really. But we hope you
accept our invitation and explore these topics with us.

Nor,

Anania T.
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